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' How NOT to Give 


Sex Instruction 


TO CHILDREN 
A Guide for Mothers by A Mother 


Mrs. Anna C. Rock 


S 


OME time ago, I and a few tions to their off-spring. After the 
friends of mine attended a lec- meeting, we got into a huddle and 


ture at a Mothers’ Club. The discussed the subject. All of us 
speaker told us about the neces- admitted that we hardly ever 
sity of giving sex instructions to spoke about this matter to our 
our children and spoke about the children. We were worried lest 
serious neglect on the part of par- we neglected one of our grave 
ents in imparting proper instruc- duties, so we decided to go to a 


gen. 


The Editor Recommends 


WE urge all parents to read Mrs. Rock’s article. 

It is much longer than articles generally used 
in The Family Digest, but its worth warrants the 
exception which we have made in this instance. 

In recent years there has developed an ever- 
growing tendency to over-emphasize the so-called 
necessity of sex instruction. Some authors and 
parents overdo. They stir up a curiosity in children 
which is not necessary—and they are deceived into 
believing that knowledge means purity or safety. 

The article which we feature resulted from a 
discussion among mothers of the problem of sex 
instruction. It is, we think, a well reasoned article. 
It will help you help your children.—Editor. 
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Catholic Book Store and procure 
all the available literature on the 
subject. Each one of us topk a 
different pamphlet and arranged 
to meet a week later to pool our 
information. 


When we came together the 
next week, we were more upset 
than ever. No mother liked the 
pamphlet she read. When we dis- 
cussed them all together, we could 
not agree at all. We thought most 
of the pertinent suggestions in the 
pamphlets were very crude. We 
could not imagine ourselves tell- 
ing our children some of the things 
we read in those books. None of 
us did it, although we had grown 
children, some of whom were 
married. The more we spoke the 
matter, the more alarmed we be- 
came and the less we saw the 


light. 
In our distress we called on a 
priest and told him our difficulties. 


He was very sympathetic and ex- 
plained to us how difficult this 
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subject is. He told us, too, that 
he had attended a course at the 
Catholic University of America 
when he was a young priest. The 
course was given by Father Felix 
M. Kirsh and was precisely on this 
subject. Father Kirsh had written 
a doctoral dissertation on “Sex 
Education and Training in Chas- 
tity” that is considered a classic on 
this matter. The priest told us that 
Father Kirsh had more pamphlets 
and books in his office on training 
in purity and in every language 
than anyone in the world. The 
course he gave at the Catholic 
University lasted several months 
each year. He outlined the differ- 
ent methods of instruction and 
suggested many articles and 
pamphlets. At the end of the 
course, Father Kirsh made this 
startling announcement: 

Now that we are finished 
with our course, I suppose most 
of you are perplexed. I assure 
you that there is no one in this 
room more perplexed than I am. 
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I have studied this question for 
years. I do not know the answer. 

There you have the testimony 
of an expert. His admission of dif- 
ficulty made us feel better. The 
priest remarked to us: “Many who 
will never attain Father Kirsh’s 
knowledge or experience, who lack 
his insight into the adolescent 
mind or his varied and long ex- 
perience with teachers and parents 
everywhere, have the boldness to 
assert that they know the answer 
and that theirs is the only true 


one. 
We Methers Think This 


' In this article, I give you the 
results of our own thought on this 
subject. We mothers got together 
and agreed on these few points. I 
thought perhaps the readers of 
The Family Digest would be inter- 
ested in knowing what some mo- 
thers thought about this vexing 
problem. 


Perhaps some readers will think 
we are returning to what is called 
the’ old-fashioned method of “hush, 
hush.” Many moderns are begin- 
ning to make sufficient progress to 
be able to.catch up with the past 
and to admit that some of the 
methods of those who went ahead 
of us were based on sound psycho- 
logy and sound spirituality. It does 
seem strange that the human race 
was able to exist for thousands of 
years before some of the recent 
“exprets” arose to tell us that 
everything in the past was wrong. 


There are many pamphlets on 
how to give sex instruction. Just 
to be different I am heading this 
article: How not to give them. 

Rule No. I 


When you try to teach your 
child that milk is good for him, 
you do not have to look up a book 
of anatomy and find out all about 
digestion. You don’t have to know 
that the milk goes into the stom- 
ach and then into the small in- 
testines; you don’t have to learn 
about the gall-bladder and the 
spleen. You don’t have to learn 
about any bodily functions at all. 
All you do is tell your child that 
milk is good for him and show 
him how to drink it. 

It doesn’t make any difference 
to him or his future well-being 
whether you call his stomach a 
“tummy” or a “belly.” You can 
use whatever names for the parts 
of the body your family has been 
using. If he drinks his milk too 
fast and takes too much of it, you 
can say he will get a “tummy 
ache” or a “belly ache” or an 
“upset stomach.” Everyone knows 
what you are talking about when 
you use any one of these terms. 

Rule No. 1—: So, one rule on 
how not to give sex instructions 
is: Remember you are not teach- 
ing anatomy. 

I don’t have to go into a whole 
string of details to make you 
understand what I mean. You can 
think of a sufficient number of 
examples for yourself. If, in the 
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past, you were worried about what 
to tell your children and how, this 
simple little rule will give you 
a great deal of relief at once. You 
can think over your own childhood 
and learn from your own exper- 
ience that the words didn’t make 
much difference as long as their 
meaning was sufficiently clear. 
After all, that is the purpose of 
language—it is a vehicle for 
thought. 

Parents teach their children 
proper habits of elimination. No 
one ever tells them they ought to 
study about the large intestines 
and the activity of the kidneys. 
That is not necessary at all. It is 
the same in regard to sex instruc- 
tion. Don’t worry about anatomy 
and don’t worry about the words. 


There is a book entitled “Their 
Mother's Sons.” It is written by 
Dr. Edward A. Strecker, a famous 
professor of Psychiatry at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. He is a 
recognized leader in his profession. 
Speaking on the subject of sex 
education he counsels: ; 

“The mother produces healthy 
attitudes more by her general reac- 
tion when the subject comes up 
casually; less and usually very little 
by studied and planned verbal in- 
struction . . . She does not paint 
a precisely detailed picture, know- 
ing that one person’s sexual life 
cannot be modelled upon that of 
another and that the removal of 
spontaniety is destructive. Sex is 
not nakedly exposed. Enough of its 


inner veilings are left intact so that 
later in life the child will have the 
satisfaction and the maturing value 
of his own discoveries.” There you 
have the testimony of an expert. 

A number of authors used to 
stress the necessity of giving de- 
tailed information and using scien- 
tific terminology. The pendulum 
is beginning to swing the other 
way. Dr. A. H. Clemens writing in 
the February, 1953 issue of the 
magazine Marriage and Family 
Living, a periodical for profession- 
al Marriage Counselors, says: 

“With the advance of informa- 
tion gleaned by empirical investi- 
gations, not only is the traditional 
position on the question of sex 
education being confirmed, but 
the trend in sex education in many 
places is being increasingly proved 
unscientific.” 

In other words, Grandma was 
right, after alll! 

Rule No. II 


You must have heard about the 
mother who was almost frightened 
to death at the thought that her 
child would one day come to her 


‘and ask: “Mother, where do babies 


come from?” She was a good mo- 
ther. She heard so much about 
proper sex instruction for children 
that she was alarmed and wonder- 
ed how she would ever be able to 
give it. She bought pamphlets and 
talked to other mothers about it. 
She thought she was prepared for 
the great day of the first question. 
One day, it finally arrived. Junior 
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rushed up to her cnd, without a 
single word of introduction—with- 
out the slighest embarrassment or 
hesitation, he asked: “Mother, 
where do I come from?” 

“This is it,’ she groaned. She 
set him on her lap, put her arms 
around him gently and whispered: 
“Listen and mother will tell you.” 
Then she gave him the butterfly 
and apple-blossom routine—just as 
she had read it in the books. Junior 
became impatient. Mother was 
sweating. Finally, the lad slid off 
mother’s lap and said in disgust: 
“Aw, the boy next door comes 
from Brooklyn. I wish I came 
Brooklyn, too.” 

Rule No. 2—: The early ques- 
tions are superficial. Don’t put into 
the child’s questions inquiries that 
are not there. You are older than 
your child. The first questions are 
simple. They do not require de- 
tailed answers. In fact, they may 
not be on this subject at all. You 
only think they are. 

Even if the question is what you 
think it is, your answer can be gen- 
eral in the beginning. You can 
shock your child by being too 
specific and exact. Some of the 
books tell mother to take Junior’s 
hand, when he asks the question, 
place it on her abdomen and say 
to him: “My child, you come from 
here. Just as the mother bird has a 
nest for the little birds, so I had a 
nest for you here.” Most mothers 
revolt against saying anything like 
that. They consider it crude. Their 


action is most natural and is suf- 
ficient indication that it is the 
wrong way to give the information. 
Don't do it, even if some of those 
who think they are advanced ad- 
vise you to do it. Your own mo- 
therly instinct is a good enough 
guide to warn you against such a 
response. 

Don't be surprised at questions 
or show reséntment. Barbara, age 
10, was searching for a word in the 
dictionary. Her father inquired: 
“Can I help you? What are you 
looking up?” “I was just reading a 
book,” she answered “and came 
across a new word, I don’t know 
what it means. The word is ‘preg- 
nant.’ ” 


“Don’t ever let me see you look 
up words like that,” her father shot 
back. “Give me that dictionary.” 

That was the worst thing to do. 
Such manners of acting puts a bar- 
rier between parent and child at a 
most dangerous period. 
will never again go to either par- 
ent for enlightment. She will be 
afraid. Confidence is lost and will 
be regained with difficulty. 

Father and mother should do all 
in their power to maintain the 
confidence of their children, espec- 
ially in matters like this. 

Just because I told you I am 
going to be “old fashioned” about 
this matter, don’t think I am going 
to advise you to tell the stork story 
or to tell your children that the 
doctor brought them in his little 
black bag. 
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You are never permitted to lie, 
but you do not always have to tell 
the whole truth. You should tell 
only enough of the truth to an- 
swer the doubt as it is in the 
child’s mind, not as you consider 
the question in the light of your 
adult knowledge. 

When Junior asks you the first 
time: “Mother, where do I come 
from?” it is absolutely true if you 
tell him: “You come from God. 
God made you and gave you to 
me and daddy.” That may satisfy 
him for some time. The time will 
come when Junior will suspect 
that God used helpers and co- 
operators. 

Rule No. Ill 


The best preparation you re- 
ceived for marriage and home 
making was the example of your 
own parents. They taught you 
many things about marriage and 
family life. They gave you the in- 
formation and did not realize they 
were teaching you. You were 
taught and never even dreamed 
that you were getting lessons. Your 


education was informal not formal. . 


It is the same in regard to sex in- 
struction. 

Rule No. 3—: The best and most 
usual form of most sex instruction 
4s informal and not formal; im- 
plicit not explicit. You give it best 
when you do not think you are 
giving it at all. 

By that I mean, it is seldom 
mecessary to take your child aside 
and give a formal, studied lecture. 


In the normal home, the child 
picks up bits of information in an 
easy, natural way. Often a child 
will go to the teacher in school 
and announce in a simple way: 
“My mother is going to the hos- 
pital to have a baby.” There is no 
agitation. The teacher is more em- 
barrassed than anyone else. Such 
an announcement on the part of 
the child should be taken in an off- 
hand manner. No one who hears it 
should reprove the child or make 
any fuss about it. It would be 
wrong to say: “Little children 
like you should not talk about such 
things. Wait until you get bigger.” 
That is precisely the kind of talk 
that awakens undue curiosity and 
destroys the child’s confidence in 
adults. Remarks of that kind make 
the child reticent and unduly in- 
quisitive. 

When the mother comes home 
from the hospital, she should take 
care of her babe as God intended. 
Many mothers raise their babies 
on a formula. In some cases, that is 
unfortunately necessary and can- 
not be helped, but that is not the 
way God planned it to be. He 
wants the mother to nurse her 
child if she can. That is best for 
the mother and for the baby. 


There is a vast difference be- 
tween purity and _prudishness. 
Years ago, no mother was ashamed 
when she nursed her baby; that 
was taken as a natural act on her 
part. She did not retire and hide 
herself. In the home, she should 
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avoid two extremes: the one is 
prudishness,, chasing the other 
children away (that again awakens 
their curiosity); the other extreme 
is follow the advice of some of the 
moderns who claim that the mo- 
ther should make special efforts to 
let herself be seen and be seen as 
completely as possible. Both ex- 
tremes are unnatural and harmful. 

As children grow up normally 
in the average home, they learn 
many things without realizing it. 
With each increase in the family, 
the knowledge grows. The child 
need not be told much at all. In 
the home, the child sees articles 
of apparel of different kinds and 
accepts everything as a matter of 
course, at the same time learning 
there is a physical difference be- 
tween men and women, boys and 
girls. 

This is all informal education. 
There are no explanations; no lec- 
tures. By the time, the child 
reaches puberty he knows much 
more than most adults think he 
does. 

To give an example: The oldest 
boy in a family made the momen- 
tous announcement that he was 
just engaged and expected to be 
married within three months. 
When the news was received at 
the dinner table, the youngest boy 
in the family shouted gleefully: 
“Hurray, now I'll soon be an 
uncle.” 

Mother and father were amazed. 
Nothing had ever been said to the 
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boy, but he must have known just 
the same. His knowledge must 
have been gained in an easy, na- 
tural way; otherwise he would not 
have made such a statement in 
such a way. If he had gained the 
knowledge in the wrong way,: he 
would have tried to hide it. The 
older ones were embarrassed at 
what he said; he was not. The 
older ones were wise when they 
accepted what the boy said and 
made no fuss over it. After they — 
gained their composure, mother 
smilingly suggested, “Then you 
can be baby-sitter for them.” 

Every young mother knows how 
she must restrain her husband 
when he comes home from work 
each day and looks with pride on 
his first-born infant. He wants to 
take him up in his arms and play 
with him. He is forever rocking 
him and tickling him to see him 
smile. Mother keeps telling him: 
“Don’t do that, Honey, you'll spoil 
him. He will always want atten- 
tion.” 

In some mysterious way, babies 
learn that when they cry they will 
get what they want. They come to 
this conclusion long before they 
are able to reason. They follow it 
up all their lives even if they never 
put their principle of action into 
formal words. 

There are many things we learn 
almost without knowing it. We 
know more than we realize. We 
mentioned that education can. be 
formal and informal, so too know!l- 
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edge can be what we may class- 
ify as explicit and implicit. 

Explicit knowledge, in this con- 
nection, is knowledge that we 
know we have and that we can put 
into words. 

Implicit knowledge is knowl- 
edge that is so matter of fact that 
we do not advert to it and that we 
often cannot put into words at all. 

Every child knows somehow 
that father must shave and mother 
(ordinarily!) does not shave. You 
don’t have to tell your child about 
it and least of all you don’t have 
to give any reason for it. Every 
child knows somehow that mothers 
have babies and fathers don’t. 
Every child grows up with the 
knowledge that women are built 
differently from men. Certainly 
some of the differences don’t have 
to be mentioned explicitly at all. 
An infant learns about them at the 
very beginning of life and grows 
up in a most natural acquaintance 
with it. 

Rule No. IV 

William was a normal high 
school student. His favorite sport 
was swimming. As soon as the 
weather got warm he went to the 
shore. All summer, he was at the 
beach whenever possible and he 
enjoyed himself fully. 

One day, one of his teachers 
thought it should be time to give 
William some advice. He called 
him and spoke to him about 
swimming. In the course of his 
remarks, he said: “Bill, when you 
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go to the shore, you see things that 
might be a source of temptation to 
you. I think I ought to warm you 
so that you will be prepared.” He 
then told him about abbreviated 
costumes, etc. The teacher left, 
feeling that he had done his duty 
and had given the warning that 
Bill’s parents failed to give. 

Years Jater, Bill admitted regret- 
fully that the talk on the part of 
his well-meaning teacher opened 
the path of temptation. He said: 
“I always enjoyed swimming. I 
never had any temptation. Noth- 
ing I saw ever bothered me. I 
never thought of it at all. After 
that talk, everything became a 
source of temptation. I did not en- 
joy swimming any more. I had to 
give it up.” 

Rule No. 4—: Don’t cause trou- 
ble by being an alarmist. Don’t 
warn your child about all possible 
temptations that do not affect him 
at all. If you tell him about temp- 
tations, you may be the cause of 
the very difficulty you are trying 
to avoid. 

As you grow older, you become 


’ aware of the working of the devil 


in the world. You unfortunately 
hear about all kinds of evil. The 
newspapers give accounts of sin 
that should never be mentioned. 
Knowledge of temptation can 
often become a source of tempta- 
tion instead of a preventive. 

A doctor is said to be the worst 
kind of a patient. The reason prob- 
ably is because his mind is always 
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directed: towards disease and mal- 
functions. 

Do not become a cause of temp- 
tation to your children by giving 
them unnecessary warnings. You 
should watch over their conduct 
and see to it that they do not go 
with wrong companions or fre- 
quent places that may be an oc- 
casion of sin, but do not become 
an alarmist or a pessimist. 


Most children, for example, 
never have any temptation to take 
“dope” or to smoke marijuana cig- 
arettes, but when the newspapers 
carry accounts of teen-agers doing 
this, when parents put ideas into 
their children’s minds by excessive 
warnings, then temptations may 
come that would never have arisen 
otherwise. Sometimes, crime bust- 
ers become crime boosters. Don’t 
be an alarmist, but don’t hesitate 
to give information when neces- 
sary. 

It is to be expected that mo- 
thers are in a better position than 
any other person to advise their 
girls about changes and occur- 
rences that will take place in their 
lives as they grow up. Mothers 
know it from their own experience. 
That is why girls usually receive 
the information about personal 
hygiene from the proper source— 
their own mothers. 

- We must admit facts. The fact 
is that fathers do not usually tell 
their sons about the changes that 
happen in boys. Mothers are not 
in a position to tell them because, 


9. 


most of the time, they do not know 
about them. This ought to be the 
rule: Mothers should tell their 
daughters; fathers should tell their 
sons. 


Mothers can tell when it is op- 
portune to inform their daughters 
about menstruation and the care 
that it requires. Again, they need 
not give them an elaborate de- 
scription and explanation. In most 
cases, the girls accept it as a natur- 
al phenomenon and make no more 
of it. 


In boys there is often—not al- 
ways—another kind of flow. When 
a boy reaches puberty, he is liable 
to have what is called a nocturnal 
emission. It usually occurs during 
sleep. That is nature’s way of pro- 
viding for the release of surplus 
seminal fluid. This natural phen- 
omenon is often a sourse of worry 
to the boy. He is afraid to ask 
about it. He becomes frightened at 
what his mother may think if she 
sees evidence of it on his clothing 
or bed linen. He must be reassured 
that this is perfectly natural and is 
no cause for worry of any kind. 
When a nocturnal emission occurs, 
it may be accompanied by unwant- 
ed dreams. He should be told that 
he is not responsible for these 
tricks the subconscious mind play 
on him while he is asleep. 

A few parents can give all the 
instructions necessary by word of 
mouth. Most find that unsatis- 
factory. Most parents find it better 
to enlist the aid of one or the 
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other pamphlet. We think that is 
a course to be recommended in the 
vast majority of cases. The parents 
should first read the pamphlet 
themselves and then give it to their 
child or advise the child to buy 
it for himself, telling him where it 
ean be procured. After the pamph- 
let is read, there should be re- 
peated earnest invitations to dis- 
cuss the matter read. 

The pamphlets we found most 
satisfactory of the many that came 
to our notice are the following: 

1. Love, Sex and the Teen- 
Agers by Father Daniel A. Lord 
S.J., published by Queen’s Work, 
Price 25c. We believe this should 
be given to the child before gradu- 
ation from grammar school. Just 
when, depends on conditions that 
should be determined by the par- 
ents. 

2. The above pamphlet should 
be sufficient for some time. Then 
there ought to be a folow-up. We 
suggest Modern Youth and Chas- 
tity, by Father Gerald Kelly, S.J. 
We think this should be given be- 
fore the end of the teen-age per- 


iod; just when, depends on con-: 


ditions. We do not think it is ad- 
visable to give it until after gradu- 
ation from grammar school. 

Rule No. V 


All parents notice the following 
behavior in children, but not all 
advert to it. 

‘Little children do not think of 
a difference in sex in the early 


years. Boys and girls mingle with 
ease. They may play with the same 
toys. They do not have any partic- 
ular preference for or any: partic- 
ular aversion towards the. opposite 
sex. 

Perhaps at about the age of ten 
or so, the two drift apart. They 
are not neutral any more; they be- 
come antagonistic. It is nature’s 
way of preparing them for the 
years to come so that they will not 
have undue temptation to weaken 
themselves before they are strong 
enough to cope with difficulty. 

As they reach adolescence, they 
have a greater desire to be in each 
other’s company. Again, that at- 
traction is nature’s way of prepar- 
ing them for the tasks ahead. 

Adolescence, or reughly the 
teen-age years, are the years of 
greatest perplexity. It is here 
where the greatest tact in guidance. 
is needed. 

Teen-agers are ignorant of the 
fact that the sex instinct is dif- 
ferent in the two sexes. Even par- 
ents may not advert to this, but a 
little thought on their part will 
make it very clear to them that 
there is a big difference between 
men and women in this regard. 

So Rule No. 5 is—: Don’t forget 
that the sex instinct is not the same 
in men as it is in women. 

Margaret, age 18, went on sev- 
eral dates with different boys. She 
started out to have good, innocent 
fun. Almost invariably she ended 
in disillusionment. As she put it, 
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“the boys get fresh.” Luckily, her 
mother had her confidence. She 
was always able to go to her in 
every doubt and she knew that 
she would not get the brush-off. 

The wrong thing for mother to 
say is: “You'll find that they are 
all the same. You can’t trust them. 
Don’t go out anymore.” 

Psychologists point out that 
there are two factors in the sex 
urge 


a) the psychic—the desire for 


companionship, affection and 
recognition; 


b) the physical—the urge to 
touch and the desire for physical 
union. 

The psychic factor predominates 
in the girl. In the boy, the physical 
factor is much more vehement 
than in the girl. Ignorance of this 
causes much trouble and misunder- 
standing. 

The girl wants to love and be 
loved. She looks for an opportunity 
to show her affection and to re- 
ceive affection in return. She does 
not think of anything else. Her 
love is in her affections. 

While the same is the case with 
the boy, his impulses are more 
intensified in his body. His pas- 
sions are more easily aroused. 

The result of this difference is 
that when the girl by word or 
deed or manner invites affection 
from the boy, Hie finds that he is 
aroused in another way also. He 
may become frightened. He may 
do things that will arouse indigna- 


tion both in himself and in the girl. 
She doesn’t understand it; he is 
perplexed. He is furiously tempted; 
she remains relatively calm. 


The mother is the one who can 
best instruct her daughter when 
the time comes. She ought to do 
this partly by words and partly by 
one her daughter some pamph- 
ets. 


An understanding of the differ- 
ence in the sex urge between boys 
and girls will make mothers and 
their daughters realize how import- 
ant it is for them not to unduly 
rouse young men by their manner 
of dress. Women, generally, are 
most forgetful of this. They are 
not evil-minded, they do not want 
to be the occasion of sin to men, 
but they often are nevertheless. 

Women do not realize how their 
manner of dress can excite the pas- 
sions of men, especially of young 
men. Every decent girl admits the 
following principle: 

It is a sin to (a) expose, (b) em- 
phasize or (c) suggest parts of the 
body that are an occasion of sin.’ 
Every girl accepts that principle 
whole-heartedly. Many violate it 
and never think of it. But their 
good will does not avoid tempta- 
tion to others or danger to them- 
selves. 

In most major cities, there are 
active groups of girls promoting a 
campaign for modesty in dress. 
They have a few practical rules. 
These rules are often printed in 
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diocesan papers and in Catholic 
magazines. 

It would be well for every girl 
to consider the following rules: 

1. Low-neck dresses or blouses 
should not be worn. 

2. Transparent fabrics, especial- 
ly blouses with form-revealing 
undergarments are discouraged. 

8. Sweaters, etc., should be of 
the proper size. 

4, Since the undergarments are 
largely the basis for much of the 
undue emphasis to dangerous parts 
of the body, modesty dictates that 
they should not be of such a na- 
ture as to attract undue attention. 
This is especially true of padded, 
pointed, separate and uplift type 
bras. They should de-emphasize, 
not emphasize dangerous parts of 
the body. 

5. All strapless formals and 
swim suits are objectionable. Be- 
sides they are often ugly. 

6. It would be well to remember 
that complete coverage does not 
always mean proper modesty in 
dress. A sweater, for instance, can 
be up to the chin and down to 
the wrist and still be most sug- 
gestive. Girls are sometimes in- 
nocently proud of their feminine 
development and try to show off. 

So we repeat the general princi- 
ple again: It is a sin to (a) expose, 
(b) emphasize, or (c) suggest parts 
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That has a 
correct meaning and one that is 
false. All of us know by now that 
knowledge of the right does not 
insure observance of the right. We 
all know what we should do to be 


“Knowledge is power.” 


saints. Somehow, something gets 
in the way between knowledge 
and performance. 


In the matter under discussion, 
some moderns think that knowl- 
edge—especially detailed knowl- 
edge about bodily structure and 
function together with the nature 
of reproduction (using the scien- 
tific terms) will result in purity. 
Nothing is further from the truth. 
If it were so, doctors and nurses 
would be saints in this matter. 
The plain fact is that they have 
just as many difficulties as anyone 
else. Husband and wives, too, 
know that not all their problems 
cease after the wedding. 


So Rule No. 6 is—: Knowledge 
does not guarantee proper be- 
haviour. 


In his Encyclical on the “Chris- 
tian Education of Youth,” Pope 
Pius XI makes this very clear. We 
can do no better than quote his 
words, even though they are rather 
lengthy: 

“Far too common is the error 
of those who with dangerous as- 
surance and under an ugly term 
propagate a so-called sex-educa- 
tion, falsely imagining they can 
forearm youths against the dangers 
of sensuality by means purely na- 
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We sometimes hear the saying: | 
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tural, such. as a foolhardy initia- 
tion and precautionary instruction 
for all indiscriminately, even in 
public, and, worse still, by expos- 
ing them at an early age to the oc- 
casions, in order to accustom them, 
so it is argued, and as it were to 
harden them against such dangers. 


“Such persons grievously err in 
refusing to recognize the inborn 
weakness of human nature, and 
the law of which the Apostle 
speaks, fighting against the law of 
mind; and also in ignoring the ex- 
perience of facts, from which it is 
clear that, particularly in young 
people, evil practices are the effect 
not so much of ignorance of intel- 
lect as of weakness of a will ex- 
posed to dangerous occasions, and 
unsupported by the means of 
grace. 


“In this extremely delicate mat- 
ter, if, all things considered, some 
private instruction is found neces- 
sary and opportune, from those 
who hold from God the cominis- 
sion to teach and who have the 
grace of state, every precaution 
must be taken. Such precautions 
are well known in_ traditional 
Christian education, and are ade- 
quately described by Antoniano 
cited above, when he says: 


“Such is our misery and inclin- 
ation to sin, that often in the very 
things considered to be remedies 
against sin, we find occasions for 
and inducements to sin_ itself. 
Hence it is of the highest import- 


ance that a good father, while dis- 
cussing with his son a matter so 
delicate, should be well on his 
guard and not descend to details, 
nor refer to the various ways in 
which this infernal hydra destroys 
with its poison so large a portion 
of the world; otherwise it may hap- 
pen that instead of extinguishing 
this fire, he unwittingly stirs or 
kindles it in the simple and tender 
heart of the child. Speaking gen- 
erally, during the period of child- 
hood it suffices to employ those 
remedies which produce the dou- 
ble effect of opening the door to 
the virtue of purity and closing the 
door upon vice.’” 


Our Pastor’s Comments 


We are still continuing our dis- 
cussions and would welcome some 
comments from our readers. Dur- 
ing our meetings, one of the group 
took short-hand notes and con- 
densed what was said. When her 
report was finished, we gave a 
copy to the priest mentioned in 
the beginning of this article. He 
read it carefully and discussed it 
with others. 

After he finished his examina- 
tion of our work, he came to one 
of the meetings and said: 

“I congratulate you on the way 
you attacked this problem. You 
went about it in a really diplomat- 
ic way. You recognized the fact 
that mothers are afraid to tackle 
the problem and you seemed to 
tell them not to bother about it, 
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just to let their children grow up 
by themselves and find out every- 
thing for themselves. But you 
didn’t really do that at all. You 
gave clever little hints as to how 
they should impart sex instruc- 
tions, even though you seemed to 
imply that they shouldn’t give 
them. I think you did well, too, 
to suggest a few books or pam- 
phlets for parents to give to their 
children. That is much better 
than giving a list of dozens. The 
point is you advised the parents 
to give pamphlets. You did not 
free the parents from the task. 
“In the course of your investi- 
gations, you must have been amaz- 
ed and shocked at the amount of 
literature on this subject. Perhaps 
you never noticed it before, but 
your study showed how much is 
written. You must have noticed, 
too, that the newspapers and 
magazines have frequent articles 
that are horrifying to one who has 
the true Christian and religious 
view of life. People who do not 
have it—our modern pagans—are 
lost in the wilderness. They dis- 
cuss this subject and do not have 
sufficient guiding principles. 
“Whenever you do anything, 
you should first ask yourself: “Why 
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from sin, to reach Heaven. You: 
know that impurity is a sin. You, 
know that sins against the Sixth 
and Ninth Commandment are. 
among the most frequent and seri- 
ous sins committed. I might add, 
too, that most of the sins are com- 
mitted, not by children and teen- 
agers, but by adults who have no 
lack of knowledge. 
“While it is true that lack of 
sufficient knowledge or knowledge 
improperly received can occasion 
much difficulty and anxiety, the 
greatest source is elsewhere. It is 
not so much ignorance as malice. 


“It is a big mistake to look upon 
problems of purity as entirely dis- 
tinct from others. Training in 
chastity should be looked upon as 
part of general character formation 
and training of the will for virtu- 
ous living. Concentrating on im- 
purity only magnifies the danger. 


“Part of the way to help chil- 
dren meet temptations that are 
liable to come is to give them in- 
structions in habits of self-control 
and self-denial early in life. These | 
virtues are too easily forgotten in 
our modern world. I do not mean 
to imply that joy and pleasure 
should be taken out of the lives 
of our children—far from it. But 
even the youngest should be 
taught that not all his wishes can. 
be satisfied, 

“When parents to gratify 
every desire of their offspring, 
they do not prepare them for the 


am I doing this? What is my pur- 
pose?” Your purpose in discussing 
sex education for your children is 
your desire to teach your children 
the virtue of purity. You want 
them to be pleasing in the sight | 
of God, to keep their souls free 
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trained to abstain cheerfully from 


candy before meals—not only for. 


motives of health, but for motives 
of virtue—will be develeping the 
foundation of the habit that will 
help him to say ‘no’ when tempta- 
tion comes in later years. What- 
ever helps a child to attain mastery 
over himself (wherein matters of 
food or entertainment or anything 
else) helps to strengthen his will 
in all struggles. Habits of self- 
control develop strength. Self- 
conquest in one sphere of life 
makes the victory in other spheres 
easier. Those who commit sins of 
impurity do so because they seek 
satisfaction and pleasure. It is not 
so much lack of knowledge; it 
is desire for self-gratification. 


“We are living in a paganized 
world. Many people deny or for- 
get the supernatural. Our motive 
in practicing virtue — and more 
specifically here, the virtue of pur- 
ity—is not to stay out of jail or 
to escape disease. It is to please 
God and reach Heaven. Our Lord 
came to us as a little child and 
died on a cross to open Heaven so 
that we will be able to get there. 
He taught us how to pray. He 
gave us the Sacraments. Above 
all, He gave us Himself in the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. He 
gave us the Sacrament of penance 
to heal our souls when wounded 
by sin. Train your children in 


the frequent reception of the Sac- 
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ra up teaching 
young people acknowledge: “The 
only way I can conquer tempta- 
tion is by the regular reception of 


the: Sacraments. If I neglect Con- 


fession and Communion, I begin 
to slip.” 


“Our modern pagans don’t un- 
derstand that. Even those so- 
called smart people who write art- 
icles in newspapers and magazines 
don’t know the simplest things we 
teach our children about God and 
the supernatural in our kindergart- 
en and First Grade.” 


This subject is so vast, there are 
so many different opinions about 
it, so many misconceptions are 
prevalent, that we could keep on 
indefinitely explainmg what we 
mean or trying to get the proper 
approach. 


After all, God in His goodness 
does not demand a great deal of 
knowledge on our part to save 
our immortal souls. What He de- 
mands is a great deal of good will. 
His way and His will are compara- 
tively easy for us to learn. His 
way is the simple way. He Him- 
self said: “Unless you become as 
little children, you shall not enter 
the kingdom of Heaven.” 


I am afraid many people are 
trying to make it too hard for us 
to know what we must do on 
earth to keep out of sin to get to 
Heaven. 


. 
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Getting Married? 


Information You Should Have 


About Weddings 
Rev. Richard Ginder 


How soon should we let our 
pastor know our plans about mar- 
riageP 

Just as soon as you have defin- 
ite plans, you should call on the 
pastor and reserve the date and 
hour for your Mass. Otherwise, 
someone else might get there first. 
You should do this no less than 
six weeks before the marriage. 


Why is so much advance notice 
required? 

Because the formalities — paper- 
work—have greatly increased in re- 
cent years. In most dioceses, those 
who have been in the Service, or 
who have changed their residence 


since the age of twelve (for girls) 


or fourteen (for boys) must pro- 
duce two witnesses who have 
known them since that age. These 
witnesses must be interviewed by 
your pastor and must swear as to 
your freedom to marry. The cou- 
ple must also produce a fresh bap- 
tismal certificate, dated within the 
past six months, together with 
First Holy Communion and Con- 


firmation certificates, as well as 
discharge papers if either or both 
have been in the Service. 


In what church will the mar- 
riage take place? 


Ordinarily, in the church of the 
bride, unless there is a grave rea- 
son for making some other ar- 
rangement. However, in any event, 
the groom and his witnesses will 
be interviewed by his own pastor. 


How many attendants may I 
have? 

That’s up to you and the pastor. 
A large party gets cumbersome. 
A flower-girl and ring-bearer are 
impractical unless they are at least 


- six years old. I have seen a wed- 


ding with eighteen in the lineup. 
It looked like the Rainbow Divis- 
ion on parade. A group of six, in- 
cluding bride and groom, strikes 
me as just about right. 


How much should we give the 
priest? 

The groom takes care of this 
detail. It’s hard to specify any 
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amount. Different places have 
different customs. Ask the priest— 
and don’t forget the poor altar 
boys. It's customary to tip them 
each at least a dollar. 


How about the music? 


Ask the priest about this, too. It 
may be possible, for a nominal fee, 
to bring out the whole choir, or at 
least a double quartet. But it 
would be inadvisable to specify 
particular pieces, solos, etc., or to 
bring in your own musicians. Or- 
ganists resent this. In some par- 
ishes, weddings are included in 
the organist’s salary. Elsewhere, 
the groom sends up an _ honorar- 
ium. 


What about flowers and crash? 


In our parish, the crash runs 
$10.00 and arrangements are made 
with the sexton’s wife. In most 
places, the florist supplies the 
crash—at a price. You can have as 
many flowers as you like. Your 
local] florist will put them on the 
altar for you right before your 
Mass. 


May we have a professional 
photographer on hand for candid 
shots? 


That depends on local custom 
and the pastor’s pleasure. Ask him. 
Most priests will not tolerate pho- 
tographers in the sanctuary. Some 
find the popping of the flash-bulbs 
so distracting that they won’t even 
let them in the church. 
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Could we be married at a Sol- 
emn High Mass? 


Why not? The stipend is a lit- 
tle larger, but it certainly adds to 
the impressiveness of the cere- 
mony. This would be more easily 
arranged, of course, in a city par- 
ish than in rural sections where 
ae are scarce. But you might 


Where will the banns be called? 


They will be called in your 
home parish as well as every par- 
ish in which you have lived for 
six months or more since the age 
of twelve or fourteen. For a suf- 
ficiently grave reason, the Bishop 
may dispense from the calling of 
banns. 


What is the best hour for the 
Mass? 


Most pastors favor 9:00 a.m. 
They have a reason. A priest’s 
business day does not begin until 
after breakfast, so that an unusu- 
ally late Mass kills the morning. 
It is awkward especially on Satur- 
days, when the sacristan wants to 
start tidying things up for the 
weekend and the sexton is anxious 
to start mopping out the church. 
However, a ten o'clock Mass 
should not be too much to ask for 
if you have a reason, such as the 
expectation of out-of-town guests, 
the groom having to travel a dis- 
tance, etc. 


Could we have coffee or juice 
before the Mass? 
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Your confessor can give you that 
permission for Masses after nine. 
Then you can have liquids up to 
an hour before the Mass. I'd ask 
for it, too, as a precaution against 
headaches or fainting. Everyone 
in the wedding party could ask 
for the same favor. 


How about the rehearsal? 

I generally try to rehearse my 
weddings on the night before the 
ceremony. Then I hear the con- 
fessions of the whole group and 
make a last check to be sure that 
both bride and groom are aware 
of the “facts of life.” Many cou- 
ples have a supper or buffet for 
their party either before or after 
the rehearsal. 

_ Should I send the priest an in- 
. By all means—but don’t be hurt 
if he can’t make it to the break- 
fast. He may have his whole day 
blocked out with appointments, 
confessions, etc. Still, he will ap- 
preciate your thinking of him. 

I'm worried as to when we 
should stand up during the Mass. 

It’s simple. You stand during 
the Gospels (that includes the Last 
Gospel) and the Preface. The rest 
of the time you remain on your 
knees. In fact, if you preferred, 
you could stay on your knees 
throughout the entire Mass. It 
would not be improper. 


When should the bride raise her 
veil? 


The maid of honor should take 
care of this detail as soon as the 
bride reaches the altar. The maid 
of honor should remember that for 
this exalted occasion she is the 
bride’s servant. Hence, she should 
do her best to make the bride 
comfortable. She should raise the 
bride’s veil and take her bouquet 
before the exchange of consent. 
She should arrange the bride’s 
train so that it will look nice while 
the bride is at the altar and back 
at the kneeler. In general, she 
should help whenever possible. 


Is the actual exchange of con- 
sents very complicated? 

Not at all. You simply repeat 
the words after the priest. We 
Catholics, however, do not say “I 
do.” That’s Protestant. Our ques- 
tion is phrased “Will you, John 
Doe, take Rita Roe, here present, 
for your lawful wedded wife,” etc. 
—to which the answer is, natural- 
ly, “I will.” 

I'll probably think of a lot more 
questions as the date comes closer, 

If you do, just ask the priest 
who is handling your marriage. 
He has all the answers and he 
won't at all mind giving them to 
you. 

Good luck, now, and God bless 


A fisherman is a chap who can lie standing up. 
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BRIDE AND GROOM 
Those Wedding Prayers 


Dick Stedler 


ATHER Irenaeus Herscher, O. 
F.M., may well be called the 
Father of the Bride’s Prayer. Six 
years ago, the scholarly Franciscan 
priest was instrumental in the 
printing of a wedding prayer 
found among the effects of a 
young Philadelphia woman follow- 
ing her death that May. She was 
Mrs. Elizabeth Houlihan Dreaver, 
and had been married only 13 
months before her death. 


A cousin of the bride, Sister 
Josephine Burgert of the Religious 
Order of the Sacred Heart in Phil- 
adelphia, forwarded the prayer to 
Father Irenaeus who, in his role 
of librarian at St. Bonaventure 
University’s Friedsam Memorial 
Library near Olean, N.Y., collects 
unusual literature of a religious 
nature. 


At first, it was thought the 
young wife had composed the 
prayer for her own wedding day 
since the original copy was in her 
handwriting and contained cer- 
tain errors in spelling and gram- 
matical construction. 


Impressed by the prayer Fath- 
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er Irenaeus arranged it in leaflet 
form. It was published by the St. 
Anthony Guild under the impri- 
matur of Most Rev. John F. 
O’Hara, C.S.C., then bishop of 
Buffalo and now archbishop of 
Philadelphia. 


Requests for copies of the pray- 
er have soared over the 100,000 
mark. The demand for it is uni- 
versal. It has been placed in the 
hands of thousands of brides 
throughout the world, from Ire- 
land to India, from Canada to the 
Philippines. Not only brides but 
people in all walks of life have 
written to Father Irenaeus  ex- 
pressing gratitude for its publica- 
tion and to request copies. There 
isn’t a mail that reaches the Fran- 
ciscan’s desk (and he receives sev- 
eral deliveries daily) that doesn’t 
contain several requests for the 
prayer. 

In 1948, research revealed that 
a Bride’s Prayer had appeared in 
the June issue of Good Housekeep- 
ing Magazine. The author was 
Alice Clark. Evidence was estab- 
lished that in all probability this 
prayer had served as the inspira- 
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tion for the one found in the dead 
bride’s handwriting. 

The popularity of the Bride’s 
Prayer brought about the composi- 
tion of a companion prayer for 
the bridegroom. A distinguished 
member of the St. Bonaventure 
University staff who prefers an- 
onymity, composed the Bride- 
groom’s Prayer which also has won 
universal appeal. Both prayers 
have appeared in numerous relig- 
ious publications and have been 


recited over national radio net- 
works. 


The prayers express the hopes 
and dreams of the petitioners for 
a happy, holy married life and are 
a confirmation of faith in the One 
who instituted the Sacrament of 
Marriage. 


Father Herscher isn’t the only 
one who helps circulate the pop- 
ular prayers. A woman who works 
in the Marriage License Bureau in 
Bombay, India, gives copies to 
every couple who come for a mar- 
riage license. Another woman in 
Philadelphia sends the prayers to 
the persons listed in the Marriage 
License columns in the local daily 
newspapers. And a man in New 
York City distributes copies to all 
whom he discovers are contem- 
plating marriage. And so it goes. 


Copies of the prayer leaflet may 
be obtained by sending a stamp- 
ed, self-addressed envelope to the 
Rev. Irenaeus Herscher, O.F.M., 
St. Bonaventure University, St. 
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Bonaventure, N.Y. We reprint the 
prayers here: 


A Bride’s Prayer 


O FATHER, my heart is filled 

with a happiness so wonder- 
ful, I am almost afraid. This is my 
Wedding Day. I pray Thee that 
the beautiful joy of this morning 
may never grow dim with the 
tears of regret for the step I am 
about to take. Rather may its 
memories become more sweet and 
tender with each passing anniver- 
sary. 
Thou hast sent me one who 
seems all worthy of my deepest 
regard. Grant unto me the power 
to keep him ever true and loving 
as now. May I prove indeed a 
helpmate, a sweetheart, a friend, 
a steadfast guiding star among all 
the temptations that beset this im- 
pulsive heart of mine. 

Give me skill to make home the 
best loved place of all. Help me to 
make its light gleam brighter than 
any glow that would dim its radi- 
ance. Let me, I pray Thee, meet 
the little misunderstandings and 
cares of life more bravely. 

Be with me as I start my mission 
of womanhood, and stay Thou my 
path from failure all the way. 
Walk with us even unto the end of 
our journey. O Father, bless my 
Wedding Day, Hallow my Mar- 
riage Night, Sanctify my Mother- 
hood if Thou seest fit to grant me 
that privilege. And when all ‘my 
youthful charms are gone, and 
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cares and lessons have left their 
traces, let physical fascination give 
way to the greatest charm of com- 
panionship. 

And so may we walk hand in 
hand down the highway of the 
valley of the shadow which we 
hope to lighten with the sunshine 
of good and happy lives. 

O Father, this is my prayer. 
Hear me, I beseech Thee. Amen. 


A Bridegroom’s Prayer 


O HEAVENLY Father, on this, 
my Wedding Day, I sense as 
never before Thy sacred Presence. 
It seems like the first glorious Sab- 
bath in Paradise, when all was 
good and beautiful, when the uni- 
verse lay at Thy feet in reverent 
awe, when the first man and the 
first woman listened to Thy voice 
in their pristine joy and innocence. 
Behold, the woman Thou gavest 
me as my companion for this life’s 
journey, kneels trustfully at my 
side. I thank Thee for joining our 
paths, and for granting us the pri- 
vilege of sharing Thy power in 
perpetuating the work of Thy 
Hand. I know that she is Thy gift 
to me, and I vow in my deepest 
soul to love her, treasure her, and 
keep her with unswerving fidelity 
until my dying breath. May the 
love which knits our souls togeth- 
er today, never lose its ardor, its 
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charm, its sweetness, and may 
spiritual wisdom and maturer un- 
derstanding ever strengthen our 
holy bond as the days roll by, and 
as the bloom and vigor of youth 
give way to the infirmities of ad- 
vancing years. 


In joy and sorrow, in triumph 
and failure, I will stand by her 
side, not as her lord and master, 
but as a devoted friend and pro- 
tector, sharing with her lovingly 
all I have and hold. I will build 
her a home, enduring, beautiful, 
peaceful: she shall be my queen, 
my comfort, the pride of my life. 

Over this home we will write 
the Holy Name of Jesus. Grant, 
O Heavenly Father, that the charm 
of this beautiful Cana Day may 
abide in it forever, and that Jesus 
and His Blessed Mother may be 
our constant guests. May the same 
Divine Saviour fashion our mutual 
love after the pure love which He 
bore to His Bride, our Holy 
Church; and as He presented “to 
Himself the Church in all her 
glory, not having spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing,” so may I be 
permitted some day to present to 
Thee this bride of mine to whom 
I have pledged constant verved 
before Thy altar. 


O Father, this is the prayer of 
my heart. Bless us and keep us in 
Thy holy grace. Amen. 


There can be no freedom or beauty about a home life that” 
depends on borrowing and debt.—Henrik Ibsen. 
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Ten Suggestions 


Things A Father Can i” 


William D. Wilkins 


“Father works from sun to sun 
A Mother's work is never done.” 


WHAT they say about father 
just isn’t so. Father has some 

extra chores around the clock, too. 
At least my three children are 
training me in this direction. 

And how much easier it is to 
write about how to be a good 
father than it is to be one. As 
educator and father, I find the 
seconc role the more difficult. 

The observation brings to mind 
a recent cartoon picturing a psy- 
chologist busy writing a book, in- 
terrupting the writing to shout at 
his boy: “If you don’t stop howling 
long enough for me to finish this 
chapter on discipline, I'll use it to 
whack the living daylight out of 
you.” 

What are some things a dad 
ean do to be a better one? 

{1) He can be glad he has chil- 
dren and show it. Children can 
use unlimited amounts of tender, 


Dr. Wilkins is professor in the 
Schoo] of Education, New York 
University 


loving affection. Child aceeptance 
and rejection are at opposite poles. 
We have to ask ourselves if our 
acts are midway, or toward full 
acceptance of our children. 

What is it to be glad? My fath- 
er was glad. On the street where 
I lived as a child, there was a 
long row of trees. When father 
got off the bus at the top of the 
hill, he had to pass some fifteen 
of these trees spaced at thirty 
foot intervals. For twenty years 
he played the game of hiding be- 
hind them and as we found him 
he hugged us—to the utter delight 
of each of his seven children. He 
played this game with utter span- 
taniety during his lifetime. 

He knew how to play ball bet- 
ter than any of us, boxed with 
the four boys, treated the three 
girls like the lady mother was, 
balanced a cranberry on his nose 
at Christmas and Thanksgiving. 
He rejoiced in our accomplish- 
ments, shared our defeats. When 
we grew up we found he had 
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gone through severe financial 
stringencies without passing the 
burden of his trials on to his chil- 
dren. 


He always played at being 
young with his children, so that 
he stayed young with them until 
he died. He was proud of us. We 
knew it every day. Living at our 
house was nice. 


Let Them Live 


(2) A dad can let his children 
be themselves. There is great 
temptation to force our children 
into molds of perfection which 
are not normal for this world, or 
to act out one’s unrealized ambi- 
tions through trying to live 
through our children. 

A couple I have observed have 
two little girls they treat like live 
China dolls. Mary and June are 
mere puppets for their mother to 
dress and father to show. Through- 
out delightful spring and summer 
days, they were not allowed out- 
doors to play. No one ever knew 
them to be allowed to have fun, 
although they looked out wistfully 
from the windows. Precisely at 
four o'clock each afternoon, they 
were allowed to promenade for the 
‘edification of their neighbors. 
Dolls were carefully placed in 
their hands lest they decide to 
pick up something else and get 
their hands dirty. Ginny Lou, age 
five, observed sagely: “Mary and 
June never get to really have fun, 
do they?” 


These children never romped 
or rough-housed with their father. 
They never got acquainted with 
the fact that their daddy had mus- 
cles. The children were marion- 
ettes and their every moment was 
directed. Will these children ever 
be allowed to grow up? Can they 
be themselves? Apropos situations 
like this Howard Lane has said: 
“Practically all normal, childlike 
activity is forbidden by law, land- 
lords and parents.” 


Give Your Time 


(8) He can give his children 
time. In a world of great ner- 
vous strain and tension, and we 
live in such a world, when fathers 
get home from the long hours of 
earning a living, and more often 
than not, from a pushing around 
on the subway, it is not the easiest 
thing in the world to give gener- 
ously of some more time. And 
some give very little at all, chil- 
dren say. 

Then there is the father who 
lavishes gifts and money on his 
children and is too preoccupied 
with the business of accumulating 
this wealth to have time to show 
love or affection for his children. 
For instance, James Brown came 
to my office one day. He wanted 
me to help dissuade his seventeen 
year old Ginger from marriage. 
He said “I don’t even know the 
fellow she wants to marry. In 
fact, I guess I’ve kinda gotten out 
of touch with my kids. You see, 
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their mother died ten years ago, 
and I've been extremely busy at 
building up a business.- The help 
hasn't taken the interest they 
might, of course.” 

It wasn’t that he didn’t like 
them. The gifts he lavished upon 
them were extraordinary. As a 
junior in high school, Ginger own- 
ed a Cadillac convertible and en- 
tertained her friends in a pine- 
covered basement playroom. 

In business Mr. Brown was suc- 
cessful, but he had almost com- 
pletely failed in one area of life — 
in giving himself so completely 
to building up stocks and bonds, 
he had no time for the children. 
They became strangers. 

When he realized that it was 
his interest and intelligent atten- 
tion that his children needed, he 
made constructive changes within 
the family circle. Happily, Ginger 
grew out of the unsuitable engage- 
ment to an obvious opportunist, 
went on successfully to college, 
married a young doctor, and Mr. 
Brown is one of the happiest 
grandfathers I know. 


Where is a father going to find 


time? Part of it might be by re- 
lease from household tasks which 
should have been done before he 
got home if some wives weren’t so 
busy with coffee, gossip and tele- 
vision. 

My professional friends with 
odd hours at home observe the 
common phenomenon of women 


killing time during a good part of 
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the day and then burdening their 
husbands with myriad odd jobs in 
the evening. A sight men hate to 
see is the increasing tendency for 
grocery stores to stay open at 
night so that husbands can do the 
shopping. This takes time away 
from the children where dad be- 
longs. 

One person observed got home 
from work at six and had a fixed 
schedule of work from that point 
on. 

He did the dishes, then the 
wash (his wife did hang it out 
the next morning), then made for- 
mula, and had routine household 
chores each evening. Occasion- 
ally, the neighborhood males tried 
to rescue him for a beer, but he 
never had time. This man was a 
doormat. From a man’s point of 
view, he was not a good example 
for his children. 


Be Approachable 

(4) He can be approachable. 
And because he is a figure of au- 
thority he has to take the initia- 
tive in this respect. 

Bill was fifteen when he was 
referred to me and he was about 
as complete a case of sex malad- 
justment as can be found outside 


of the Kinsey report. He wasn’t’ 


a sex problem alone, because there 
were other complicating factors. 
But the main area of distress for 
this youngster was a sex problem, 
based largely upon ignorance and 
fear. The boy needed to be set 
straight in terms of the facts and 
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ethical aspects of: sex, and he had 
never found his father approach- 
able on any topic. We pretend to 
be living in an age which knows 
a great deal about sex, but obser- 
vation seems to indicate that 
ninety percent of fathers still seem 
relatively unable or afraid to face 
the job of being helpful to their 
children in this area. 

The attitudes of children and 
their later relationships to both 
sexes depends to some extent upon 
their early relationships to their 
parents. For a father this is an 
important challenge. A daughter 
learns her first attitudes about men 
from him, and how a son gets 
along in a man’s world is affected 
by how he got along with his 
father. A father can be approach- 
able and children will come more 
than half way. 


Start Early 


The father who wants his school 
or college age son for a compan- 
ion has a better chance if he be- 
gins with his new-born son. Dia- 
pering, bathing and an occasional 
session at the high-chair where his 
young son sees that Daddy is cap- 
able of handling household situa- 
tions as well as his “at work” job 
are in order. An occasional full 
day alone with his children is a 
rare treat for Daddy and highly 
recommended for Mother. 

Zestful playing with children is 
richly rewarding. In-doors it may 
mean building something together, 


reading to the children, having 
them read to us, having a joint 
hobby (how they treasure this!). 
Outdoors, they love to see that the 
old man can run and jump and 
even bounce on a pogo-stick. 


(5) A father should study his 
children. Behavior has a reason, 
and if fathers thought about their 
children as they allege they think 
about their work, logically, objec- 
tively and thoroughly, a lot of 
good might accrue. Fathers can 
be increasingly skilled in discover- 
ing and interpreting individual 

. There is an abundance of 
literature on the subject of the 
understanding of children, from 
Gesell to Spock. And as Gesell 
has said: “It is through the con- 
tinuing study and increased under- 
standing of children that we better 
understand ourselves and our fel- 
lows.” 


What is meant by study and ob- 
servation? Let’s use a simple ex- 
ample. If my son, Billy, gets 
“chosen up” last on the ball field, 
I'm going to drop everything until 
he picks up enough ability to be 
chosen eighth, at least. Seriously, 
it can be quite damaging to kids 
to be social outcasts, or last in 
many things. One job of a father 
is to help his boys and girls to be 
good in something, by understand- 
ing their strengths and their weak- 
nesses. 

(6) He can be more intelligent 
about his children as_ learners. 
That is, he can assume a father’s 
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It means being tolerant of new 
school practices. Things do change 
in thirty years! Children learn at- 
titudes about school from parents, 
as well as from their. experiences 
And one can supplement 
with rich 


{7) Fathers must be just and 
level-headed about discipline. 

When Marty Jones comes in 
his door at night, he takes off his 
belt..and. gives his children the 
beating they have been promised 
by their mother. She feels that 
the neighborhood children are im- 
proper associations for her children 
so her sons and daughter are con- 
fined indoors all day in a small 
living room and kitchen. Natur- 
ally, they are restless and tension 
mounts until there is an explosion 
and the promised beating from 
father. He considers himself a 
“stern disciplinarian!” His chil- 
dren live in utter terror of him. 
Psychologists hear time and again 
of progressive discipline—progress- 
ing from harsh words, to a strap, 
to blows with a fist. And par- 
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_ It is amazing in this day of sup- 
posed enlightenment, that many 
still believe that discipline is a 
matter of muscle. Yet the wise 
father who uses discipline as a 
constructive force helps his child 
to understand the necessity of. au- 
thority. Such a father starts. out 
with the premise that a child 
wants to be good but needs help. 
He always has in mind that the 
ultimate purpose of discipline is 
self-discipline. 

Horney says: “Observations 
show beyond any doubt that chil- 
dren, as well as adults, can accept 
a great many deprivations if they 
feel the deprivations to be just, 
fair, necessary or purposeful .. . 
What matters is the spirit in which 
frustrations are imposed rather 
than the frustrations themselves.” 

Perhaps what Anna Wolf has 
said is pertinent here: “A father 
who is interested in his children 
only when they are washed, dress- 
ed, and well behaved, and who 
retires whenever a problem arises, 
is likely to lose any real voice 
when it comes to the more gen- 


‘eral and important issues of their 


education.” 

When a father is despotic in dis- 
ciplinary techniques, it often re- 
sults in a child who is either ag- 
gressive and rebellious or timid, 
fearful and over-dependent. Of 
course, the coddled child gets no 
bargain either, for the smugness 
and selfishness he has learned at 
home, as W. L. Wilkins has point- 
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share of the education of his chil- 
dren. That means knowing what 
the modern school is trying to do. 
educational experiences, by trips 
with father to the zoo and to 
museums, to his office, to where 
he lunches in a man’s world, by 
| visits to stores and to games with 
him. 
Be Just 
later defy all authority. 
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¢d_ out, does him no..good among 
his peers. And other children give 
little quarter to an abnoxious one. 


Give Good Example 


(8) He can be well-adjusted if 
he wants his children to be. Prob- 
ably the most complete study ever 
made of juvenile delinquency was 
that by Eleanor and Sheldon 
Glueck. Over a ten year study 
span they studied 500 delinquent 
boys and compared them with a 
matched group of non-delinquent 
boys. Findings were very com- 
plete, but most pertinent to the 
discussion here was that the most 
potent influence was the family. 

For example, if a boy finds 
home happy, and learns to love as 
he is also loved, he feels secure 
and avoids misbehaving. If he 
can look up to his father as a 
model to copy—he is going to be, 
with exceedingly few exceptions, a 
fine boy. 

Delinquents came _ generally 
from homes of “tittle understand- 
ing, affection, stability, or moral 
fiber,” in which mother and father 


were “usually unfit to be effective 
guides and protectors . . . or de- 
sirable sources for emulation and 
the construction of a consistent, 
well-balanced and socially normal 
superego...” 

If father’s footsteps are in the 
right direction, those of a son will 
follow. It is simple to say, harder 
to carry out: the way to have a 
good son is to be a good father. 

(9) He can apply in his own 
household the adage that “the 
family that prays together stays 
together.” The picture of the sey- 
en of us and dad and mother and 
the fringe of the neighborhood 
kids waiting until we finished the 
Rosary is one of the warmest mem- 
ories of my youth. 

(10) Is this a summation of the 
others? He can create as ideal a 
family situation as is within the 
limits of his capacity, and thus 
give his children a model upon 
which to build their own families. 

Parenthood isn’t a picnic. Dad 
may work from sun to sun, but as 
a father he’s never done. 


Family Ball Team 


We often hear joking references made to parents of large 
families having their own baseball or football teams. Well, in 
Leland, Mich., the Coururier family includes 14 children, five | 
girls and nine boys, and while the boys do not constitute one | 
team they are all players in the Leelanau County League. One 
son, Walter, a pitcher, had a record of 19 victories and no de- 
feats with the Leland High School team last season. 


—T. James Mack. 
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Ordinations Remind Us They’re 


Priests Forever! 


Rev. Roger L. Vossberg 


MAY and June are Ordination 

months. Young men in vari- 
ous parts of the country will walk 
solemnly into their Cathedral 
Churches and will come out three 
hours later as priests of God 
forever!” 

No Pope, Bishop, or other per- 
son on earth will ever be able to 
take their priesthood from them. 
Be they good, mediocre, or even 
bad priests (which God forbid), 
these men will always have the 
power to change bread and wine 
into the Flesh and Blood of Christ, 
offer Mass, and give Holy Com- 
munion. 

They will always have the pow- 
er to bless others and to administer 
the Sacraments, subject to certain 
conditions. Their priesthood will 
be theirs even into eternity. Their 
priesthood will be either to their 
salvation or to their condemnation. 

Now deacons, these young men 
will be changed men after ordina- 
tion ceremonies. The change will 
not be noticeable externally, for 
it will take’ place in their souls. 
They ‘will leave ‘the church bear- 
ing with them’ thé indelible mark 
of Christ’s priesthood, a mark that 


is conferred on them through the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. 


Visible change? This will be 
noticed on their faces as they smile 
gratitude to God and the humble 
satisfaction of having attained the 
goal of many long years. 


The fresh Roman collar, the 
black cassock that hangs from 
shoulder to ankle, the Mass vest- 
ments—none of these makes a man 
a priest of God. Not even his celi- 
bacy, precious though it is, nor 
any other of his virtues, make the 
man a priest. 


Other Christs 


It is the Sacrament of Holy Or- 
ders that makes and marks a man 
a priest forever. That Sacrament 
is conferred by one of the succes- 
sors of the Apostles to whom 
Christ gave the powers of the 
priest and the bishop. 

These men will come out of 
their Cathedral churches as_ser- 
vants of God, committed to a life 
of special holiness, yet still posses- 
sing in all its fulness a human na- 
ture that bears the wounds of or- 
iginal sin and is exposed to the 
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temptations and allurements of 
Satan and the world. 


They will not be perfect men— 
these new priests of God. Perfec- 
tion is not the most important 
thing here, for their priesthood is 
not given to them by God as a re- 
ward for their merits. The im- 
portant fact is that Christ has 
singled them out from among all 
others to be His priests forever. 
They are other Christs. 

Like all other priests, they will 
never be able to answer the ques- 
tion: “Why did God call me to 
be one of His priests?” 

They will always be asking: 
“Why didn’t God pick one of the 
boys who now lies buried under 
the shadow of a cross somewhere 
in France, Italy, or the South Pa- 
cific? Why didn’t He choose one 
of the heroic lads who now fights 
the enemy in the hills of Korea?” 

And other people, too, may ask 
the same questions about them, 
and other priests, too. No ade- 
quate answer will ever be found 
on this side of eternity. 

But again, the important thing 
is this: God has made this man a 
priest to function as a priest in this 
world. This man possesses the 
powers of Christ’s priesthood. This 
man has within him the richest 
treasure on earth. This man’s 
priesthood commands and deserves 
the greatest respect in the world, 
first from himself, then from oth- 


ers. 
All this is fundamental to Cath- 


olic people. If the Catholic sees 
just another man in the priest, he 
will have no more respect for him 
than the priest’s human qualities 
can provoke. 

But if the Catholic sees in him 
a priest of God forever, if he sees 
with the eyes of faith the indelible 
mark of Christ’s priesthood, if he 
realizes the tremendous powers in 
the priest, the Catholic will always 
respect and love the priesthood of 
Christ. 


But Still Human 


No priest claims for himself any 
greater respect than every man has 
a right to. No priest claims to be 
perfect. No priest dares say he 
has never committed sin or never 
made mistakes. No priest will 
deny that his own foibles and 
failings sometimes obstruct the ef- 
fectiveness of his priesthood. 

Even for whatever virtues he 
possesses, even for his celibacy, 
the priest claims little credit, for 
whatever good is in him is due, in 


_ greatest part, to the grace of God. 


Yet, having received Holy Or- 
ders, the priest enjoys a status and 
power that changes souls, changes 
lives, and prepares ‘and sends. souls 
into everlasting happiness. 

How much each one of us de- 
pends upon the priest! How anx- 
ious each one of us is to have a 
priest at our bedside as we close 
our eyes in death! — 

In respecting a man who is a 
priest, the Catholic is doing honor 
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him. This priesthood is something 
supernatural, something Divine. 
No pen can do justice to the glor- 
ies of the Catholic priesthood, 
though, indeed, it is carried in a 
frail human vessel. 

To one degree or another Cath- 

olic people everywhere realize all 
that we are saying here. The priest 
is someone whom God, for reasons 
of His own, has picked and em- 
powered to be His minister on 
earth for the salvation of others. 
_ This and this alone explains the 
wonderful attitude that most Cath- 
olics show toward their priests. 
Indeed, this fine respect is sur- 
passed by nothing else in the 
world. 


What more can Catholic people 
do? 


Pray For Priests 


They can pray, they must pray. 
They should pray for more voca- 
tions to the priesthood. There is 
a pressing need for more priests in 
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to the priesthood which God gave . 


almost every diocese in the coun- 
try and, certainly, in mission lands. 
And Catholic people should never 
cease praying for the priests they 
have now. The priest carries his 
precious priesthood in the fragile 
vessel of his human nature. He 
is subject to the attacks of Satan. 
Christ did not guarantee the priest 
any special immunity to tempta- 
tion and sin. 

The priest, of course, can never 
Jose his priesthood. But he can 
make it less effective by giving too 
much attention to the things of 
this world. Christ lost one of the 
twelve He chose to be His first 
priests. The same catastrophe can 
happen today. 

This is why all of us should pray 
for priests that they may use their 
priesthood to honor God and sanc- 
tify souls. 

Pray, everyone, that priests will 
grow in wisdom and virtue so their 
priesthood will bring them and 
others closer to Christ now and 


forever! 


Listen, Dear 
While reading the evening newspaper, Dilbert was wont to 
read aloud to his wife what he thought were interesting items. 
“Listen to this, dear,” he called out one night: 


Liat “Mortimer Meriwether, noted naturalist, slipped over a 
Rock Mountain precipice yesterday while reaching for a wild 


flower. As he fell, he gathered momentum and...” 
“What an enthusiast he must have been,” his wife inter- 
rupted. “Imigine gathering flowers even as he fell!” 


T. 5. McInerney. 


| 
| 
= 
| 


My Daughter and I 


Wwe Go to Confession 


Mary Tinley Daly 


WAS four o'clock on the after- 

noon before First Friday and 
Ginny and I were walking home 
from the grocery store. As we pass- 
ed the church, people going in 
to confession gave me the idea — 
which seemed a good one at the 
time — of going now and avoiding 
the evening rush. 

“Will you sit in the pew and 
keep real quiet while I go into 
that little place with the velvet 
curtain?” I asked Ginny. “It'll take 
only a few minutes and then we'll 
go home and make chocolate pud- 
ding for dinner.” 

“C’n I lick the bowl?” 

Terms agreed upon, we went 
into church. Leaving Ginny in a 
pew, I stood in line, smiling re- 
assurance now and then. Finally 
it was my turn and I went with 
a “Be right back” whisper for 
Ginny. Kneeling there waiting for 
the penitent on the other side to 
finish, I heard a wailing outside— 
Ginny of course. With the hope 
that Father Gorman would have 
a nice little talk with his client 
on the other side, I dashed out 
to comfort Ginny. 


“You're not lonesome,” I whis- 


pered, none too gently. “Ill be 
right there — why, you can even 
see my feet under the curtain.” 
Made a dash back, just in time for 
the slide to open on my side. 


A few moments later the velvet 
curtain was drawn aside — but 
completely — and there stood Gin- 
ny. The full glare of one of the 
church lights brightened our cozy 
little three-some and if there had 
been any hope of anonymity it 
was all gone now. 


Don’t Tell Him 


“Hurry up, Mommy,” she said. 
“And please don’t tell him.” 


Don’t tell him what, I wonder- 
ed, my mind somewhat distracted 
from what I was telling him. 
“Stand right there by the curtain,” 
I whispered to Ginny, interrupting 
the tale of woe, and put up one 
hand to shield somewhat the story 
from going out to the full church. 


Would it be better to duck and 
run now, or keep right on going? 
Father Gorman sat there uncon- 
cerned, as though he’ expected me 
to continue. Came the words of 
counsel from behind the slide and 
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a gentle hiss from Ginny, “Tell 
him I won't take ‘em again.” 


What was this complication, I 
wondered. However, there wasn’t 
time to wonder long for Father 
Gorman raised his hand in absolu- 
tion and we came out of the con- 
fessional. 

Confession is always humbling 
and sometimes disconcerting, but 
this one had both those qualities 
to the nth degree. We were faced 
with wide grins, surreptitious 
smiles and polite ignoring of our 
predicament on the parts of the 
waiting lines at this and the other 
confessionals — an extra added 
penance — but nothing compared 
to the puzzle of what had so dis- 
turbed Ginny. 

After a quick prayer — penance 
could wait for a quieter moment — 
Ginny and I left the church. 

“What’s the matter, Ginny?” I 
asked as we walked home. “Why 
didn’t you stay in the pew the 
way you said you'd do?” 

“’Cause I was afraid you would- 

n't tell him I wasn’t going to take 
‘em any more — the cookies I 
mean.” 
The blank look on my face must 
have caused the further explana- 
tion: “You went to confession, 
didn’t you? And isn’t that when 
people tell the bad things their 
children have done?” 

So that was the trouble. “Of 
course not, Ginny,” I said, squeez- 
ing tighter the small hand in mine. 
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“Confession is when people: tell 
the bad things that they've done, 
not the bad things their children 
(or anybody else) have done.” 
Net Daddies and Mothers 

By this time we arrived home 
and proceeded with the chocolate 
pudding, usually the ultimate in 
Ginny’s scheme of things. But, as 
she licked the bowl she came back 
to the subject: 

“But daddies and mothers don’t 
do bad things,” she said thought- 
fully. “Nobody ever scolds ’em — 
and they never swipe cookies.” 

What an assignment — to ex- 
plain adult sins to a five year old 
and convey the idea that age does 
not bring perfection. 


“Grown people have bad things 
they do too,” I said. “They're call- 
ed sins. After they do them they’re 
sorry just as you're sorry about 
the cookies. They want God to 
forgive them so they go to con- 
fession and God gives the priest 
power to forgive them. Then they 
start all new and try never to be 
bad again.” 

“What kind-a bad things?” Gin- 
ny was all set for the low-down. 

“Well, like getting angry with 
people.” 

“So you went there to tell him 
you got angry at your little girl — 
and you didn’t tell him I took the 
cookies?” 

“Kinda like that,” I evaded. 

We really did some confessing 
today! 
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A Wistful Look And 
THE BONUS CHILD 


G. R. Fogerty 


AFTER five years of marriage, 
a man should know what his 
wife looks like. But it came to me 
as a shock to notice a resemblance 
between my wife, a slender little 
brunette, and plump, elderly Mrs. 
Morton. Did the expression I sur- 
prised in my wife’s eyes mean 
what I think it meant? Or am I 
being overly sensitive? 

I had not thought of Mrs. Mor- 
ton for years. The Mortons lived 
in a house next door to the one 
where I worked for room and 
board during my one year at col- 
lege. There were five children. 
Julia, fourteen; Martha, about 
twelve; twin boys, Donald and 
Ronald, age nine; and Peter, six. 

The Mortons first came to my 
notice on a Sunday afternoon in 
October. Above the noise of my 
lawnmower, I heard a shrill child- 
ish voice. 

“Throw it to me, Donald! 
Please throw it to me!” 

How to describe the quality of 
that voice eludes me. It was ex- 
cited, but not with normal excite- 
ment of a child at play. In its 
feverish eagerness was a note as 
startling as a scream. It brought 
mé up short. 


The three Morton boys had 
come out to play. Peter, the little 
fellow, had his red wagon on the 
sidewalk and was sitting in it 
motionless, one leg dangled over 
the side, watching his older broth- 
ers play football. 


‘I Won’t Be Excited’ 


The smaller of the twins had 
his back to me. He had the foot- 
ball, ready to lob to his brother. 

The twin facing me was a little 
heavier. It was he who had spoken. 

As I watched, he clapped his 
hands rapidly, a dozen times, hold- 
ing them close under his chin. 

“Please, Donald, please! I'll be 
good. I won't be excited.” 

“All right, Ronald,” said the 
other twin gently. “Hold out your 
arms.” 

He tossed the ball carefully, un- 
derhand. The distance was not 
more than ten feet. 

Ronald’s face contorted. As the 
ball hit his chest, his arms doubled 
blindly. By a miracle, the ball 
stayed in them. Ronald squeezed 


t, hugged it to his ches mar- ib. 
velous joy was in his eyes. agi 
“Good catch, Ronald,” praised i. 
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his twin. “Now you throw it. to 
me.” 


Ronald threéw.}Thé ball shor‘off: 
to the side. Donald made a circus 
eatch, 

Ronald clapped his hands again, 
laughing with pure rapture. 

The screen door opened, and 
Mrs. Morton came out. She was 
somewhere between forty and 
fifty, a plump, motherly woman, 
with iron-gray hair. There were 
deep lines at the sides of her 
mouth, and fine wrinkles at the 
comers of her eyes. 


She gave me a friendly nod. | 


“Isn't it a beautiful day?” “It cer- 
tainly is.” I think my voice must 
have sounded unnatural. It had 
just seen a subnormal child for the 

“I caught it, mama!” shouted 
Ronald. “Throw it again, Donald! 
Watch, mama!” 

I bent down to dig the grass 
out of the lawnmowers hubs. My 
fingers were all thubs. 

Ronald missed the ball. 

“Oh, that was a good try, Ron- 
ald!” his mother soothed him.’ 
“Time to come in and rest now.” 

‘“Just one more, mama,” pleaded 
the boy. “I did catch it, didn’t I, 
Donald? Didn’t I, Pete?” 

“Sure he did, mama,” said the 
little boy in. the wagon. “He caught 
it fine. Tell you what, Ronald. You 
go rest like a good boy, and when 
you get up you can be the daddy 
and ride in my wagon like driving 
the car.” 
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“Won't that be fun!” said ‘the 
mother, She came. gown on the 
Javen ad put hdr arm around Ron-. 
ald. Slowly they  sauntered into 
the house, Mrs. Morton nodding 
a pleasant farewell in my direc- 
tion. 


I Meet. The Family 


As I say, this all happened a 
long time ago, and my memories 
of the family are rather vague now 
except for a few vivid scenes. I 
remember sitting many times in 
the Morton kitchen, eating cookies 
and drinking tea. The father was 
a big, genial men, with a bald 
head. Once for some reason Ron- 
ald and Peter got to rubbing that 
smooth pink dome, and we all 
laughed so hard we did not dare 
sip our tea. Mr. Morton had a 
good enough job — maintenance 
engiriéer, I believe — but there 
had been tremendous doctor bills. 
The girls and the mother wore 
plain, durable clothes, mostly of 
heavy material. 

Most vivid of my memories of 
the Mortons (with one exception) 
was an incident on a late afteroon 
in midwinter. 

I was on my way home from 
class. Snow was melting under a 
bright sun. 

I noticed, halfway up the block, 
something that looked like an old 
coat lying infront of the Mor- 
tons’. Then I noticed a boy’s leg 
protruding, and I began to run. 

It was Ronald. His: body shook, 


. his legs twitched. His eyes were 


= 
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closed.. Foam was: on his lips. His 
nose and chin gouged into: the 
slush. 

No one else was in sight. 

I stood over him’ for just an 
instant, not knowing what to do. 
And in that instant, Julia, the 


oldest daughter, came flying from 
the front door. 


Kneeling, she scooped Ronald’s 
head into her arms and began to 
wipe away the slush with a tiny 
handkerchief. She was furious. 

“It’s all right,” she snapped in 
my direction. “You needn't bother 


any more.” 
“Is he — what is it?” I faltered. 


“Nothing at all!” she said, elab- 
orately sarcastic. “Just a convul- 
sion. It’s none of your business.” 

She put her arms under his 
knees and shoulders and tried to 
lift him. Her stockings and the 
skirt of her house dress were soak- 
ed. 


I took him from her and car- 
ried him into the house. She show- 
ed me where to lay him. No one 
else was home. Julia seemed to 
know what to do, and since she 
obviously did not want me around, 
I left. 

The next time I went over for 
cookies and tea, she tried to let 
me know, without coming out and 
saying so, that she was ashamed 
of her display of temper. 

Mrs. Morton, with complete 
naturalness, thanked: me for carry- 
ing Ronald into the house. She 


wanted to have my suit cleaned 
for me. I finally compromised by - 
letting her press the pants. 

Ronald of course knew nothing 
of the incident. But after that, it - 
seemed to me he took even more 
of a fancy to me than before. He 
used to watch for me coming up 
the street. As I spoke, his face 
would light up, and he would 
shout, “Hello, Bob!” and clap his 
hands under his chin. 

I became very fond of the Mor- 
tons. In March I took a job for 
money instead of board, and 
moved into a rented room nearer 
the campus. I did not see any of 
the Mortons again until just be- 
fore school was out. Then one day 
I met Mrs. Morton. She had on 
her usual suit of dark, heavy ma- 
terial — and her usual smile. 

She asked me to come and have 
tea with them. 


Lucky To Have Had Him 


“You were so nice to Ronald,” 
she said. “I wonder if you knew 
that whe passed away two 
ago.” 

She made it sound as though. i 
were the one bereaved, instead 
of she. 


I was shocked. But I could not 
help thinking that now there 


would not be those huge doctor 
bills. Naturally [I did not say any- 
thing about that. 

“Oh, I'm sorry,” I said inade- 
quately. “Poor little fellow. - was 
so young.” 
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' Mrs. Morton smiled. “I don’t 
think of him as dying young, even 
though he was only nine. You see, 
no one expected him to live even 
a month. The doctors told us at 
once that neither his heart nor his 
mind was strong enough. But he 
was a good, affectionate boy. We 
are a lucky family to have had 
him so long.” 


I mumbled something about 
how wonderful it was that she 
could look at it that way. 


“Pappa and I called him our 
bonus child,” she went on, a little 
wistful. “I went to the hospital 
only four times, and I brought 
home five adorable children. The 
extra one was Donald. We always 
thought of him as something spec- 
ial, like money you get for a 
bonus.” 

Then with her never-failing 
tact, she quickly switched the sub- 
ject. 

I did not see the Mortons again. 
That summer my family moved to 
Berkeley. I changed universities 
so that I could live at home. 

In my senior year I met the 
girl who is now my wife. We were 
married right after graduation. 
She went to work as a secretary 
while I got my degree in law. 
Finally I was taken into a good 
firm in San Francisco. But even 
with a good firm, it takes ‘years 
to work up to where a man can 
provide a good standard of living. 
But all that is neither here nor 


there and has nothing to ‘do with 
Mrs. Morton, except this—. 


A Slight Bonus 
Until now, my wife has never 
said a word about working. Nor 
about making old clothes into new 
ones. Nor about what she was get- 
ting out of our marriage. 


But tonight, over the coffee, she 
brought it up. 

“It's been, let me see, five years 
since I started working for you, 
my friend.” It was banter, of 
course, but serious nonetheless. “I 
think it’s about time I got a raise, 
or something.” 


In the same light tone, I came 
back at her. 

“Well,” I said, “I don’t know 
about a raise. As you know, condi- 
tions are a little unsettled at pres- 
ent. But perhaps,” I went on ex- 
pansively, “yes, I just think per- 
haps we might manage a slight 
bonus.” I had in mind taking her 
to dinner and maybe a show. 

But for some reason, as I said 
that word “bonus,” all of a sud- 
den I could see Mrs. Morton, tell- 
ing me about her lost child. And 
when I glanced at my wife, she 
had that same wistful look in her 
eyes. 

I don’t quite understand it. I 
mean, why should my pretty 
young wife have that same look 
as elderly, bereaved Mrs. Mor- 
ton? We haven't lost any children. 
We haven't had any. 


FICTION 


Lilacs "Round the Door 


Marion Marsh Brown 


AUL grasped Anne’s arm and 

. propelled her firmly through 
the lobby of Chemistry Hall, 
down the three steps worn by the 
passing of generations of students, 
and out the swinging door. 

“Come on,” he said. “Now that 
Chem class is over, you and I 
have a little business to straighten 
out.” 

Anne turned to face him as they 
reached the sidewalk, and eyed 
him levelly. There was nothing 
balmy in the spring air between 
them at the moment. 

“I don’t see what there is to 
straighten out,” she said coolly. 
“I've given you my decision, and 
I’ve no intention of changing it.” 

But Paul was undaunted. “Let’s 
find a bench and sit down.” He 
guided her across the campus to 
a rustic bench at the foot of a 
new-green slope. 

“It’s too chilly to sit out here. 
You’re rushing the season,” Anne 
said. 

“But it’s such a pretty spring 
day. Here, I'm not cold. Put my 
jacket around your shoulders.” _. 


““T think it’s a horrid day,” Anne 


 .pouted. 


- almost graduation time; 


Paul looked at her out of the 
corner of his eye, then lifted an 
eyebrow. “Couldn’t be your atti- 
tude, could it?” he said, teasing. 

A hint of a smile touched her 
lips briefly, but she would not 
let it stay. “All right. Let’s get 
it over with,” she said. 

“That’s what we're here for.” 


_ Paul looked briefly into her piquant 


face. He thought: If only she’d let 
herself be herself. He gazed off 
over the greening hills for a mo- 
ment, trying to think of the best 
way to begin. “I think I’m entitled 
to a reason,” he said. 

“A reason?” 


“Yes. You say you love me. It’s 
we're 
nearly through with preparation — 
ready for life. I say, ‘Let’s get 
married.’ You say, ‘No.’ What I 
want to know is: Why?” 

“Oh, Paul, you know, well 
enough. But if I have to put it 
to you in blunt words, I will: If 
you were going any place but to 
that horrid farm, [I'd marry you 
in a minute, If you'd only be sen- 
sible and go into business so we 
could live decently — — but I won’t 
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be a farm drudge. If you really 
loved me, you wouldn’t ask me to.” 

“That’s fine-sounding talk, but 
it doesn’t make sense, Anne. My 
farm’s not horrid, and you wouldn't 
be a drudge. As far as ‘living de- 
cently’ is concerned, I can’t think 
of a nicer way to live. You're in- 

Anne interrupted. “We just 
don’t have the same idea of liv- 
ing. Spend the day slaving and 
the evening sitting —.that’s not my 
idea of a good time.” 

“Work isn’t ‘slaving’ when you 
enjoy it, and I do enjoy farming. 
As to the evenings, do you think 
you never go anyplace just because 
you live on a farm?” 

“That’s the way I hear it.” She 
turned serious eyes to his. “It’s no 
good, Paul. I’m sorry, but — —” 

He could see in the depths of 
her hazel eyes that she was sorry. 
He sighed and stood up. “I guess 
it’s a deadlock. You can’t see your 
way clear to give up your way of 
life for me, and I can’t see my 
way clear to give up my way of 
life for you. And yet we love each 
other. Sounds crazy, doesn’t it?” . 

Anne smiled, but he saw the 
quiver of her lip. “Come on,” he 
said. “It’s time for our next class.” 

* * * 

All through the lovely spring 
days that followed, Paul pondered. 
Here was graduation almost upon 
them; there was a glorious hint 


of promise in the spring air — and. 


yet, nothing was as it should be. 
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Anne was as unhappy as he was, 
he felt sure. They went from 
party to party as the rush of final 
social events of the year caught 
them up. Anne laughed much, but 
her laughter was unconvincing. 
Slowly a plan evolved in Paul's 
perplexed thinking, and he de- 
sided to give it a trial. One eve- 
ning as he was taking her home 
from a party, he sensed his oppor- 
tunity. The top of his convertible 
was down. There was a full moon. 
Anne seemed in a receptive mood. 
“Take a little spin?” he asked. . 
“Yes, it’s such a lovely night.” 


Anne began to hum softly, and 
Paul drove several miles without 
speaking. Then he ventured the 
plunge. “Sis has invited us up to 
her place for our last week-end be- 
fore we leave the old campus be- 
hind for good,” he said. 

“Oh, has she? I’ve always want- 
ed to meet her, Paul.” Her tone 
was interested. 

So far so good, Paul thought, 
and decided to brave another step. 
He whistled aloud. “Why, that’s 


’ this coming week-end!” he exclaim- 


ed. “I'll have to be letting her 
know.” 

Anne said nothing, and Paul 
pondered the best way to proceed. 
Anne liked to make decisions; lik- 
ed to think herself the guiding 
hand at the plow. He allowed him- 
self a little secret smile in the dark- 
ness at his next thought and the 
decision it brought. For what he 
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had thought was: And she’s a con- 
trary little piece}: 


guess it would be 
for .us to go,” he said, his tongue 
in his cheek. “We’re dated up for 
abont every minute of the week- 
end.” 


There was silence. Paul stole a 
sidewise glance at the girl on the 
seat beside him. 

“I wish we could go, Paul,” she 
said suddenly. 

Paul could hardly keep from 
chuckling. This was better than 
he had expected. 

“So do I,” he said, “but it seems 
to be out of the question. I'll drop 
Sis a card in the morning.” — 

He heard her sigh. “O.K.,” she 
said. 

Pauls heart sank. So he had Jost. 
Had he overplayed his part? 

Suddenly Anne turned her face 
toward him. “Oh, let’s just throw 
everything overboard and go!” she 
said. “It would be nice to have our 
last week-end together away from 
the crowd. And it’s gorgeous 
weather for a drive.” 

* * 

_Anne’s last exam was over Fri- 
day at 2:30. Paul was waiting for 
her in the convertible. She waved 
gaily at him as she came out of 
the brick building and hurried to 
jom him. His heart missed a beat. 

_“This is glorious!” she cried, 
throwing her books on the seat 
and, jumping. in after them. 

.“¥ou act like a kid ‘out of 
sehool,” Paul said, smiling at her. 


_“T feel like one,” she sighed hap- 


There was a five-hour drive 
ahead of them, a drive into coun- 
try dear to Paul with childhood 
memories. Twelve years before, his 
father had died and the family 
had rented the home farm and 
moved to town. His sister, how- 
ever, had married and now lived 
on a_ farm adjoining the home 
place; and now — Paul tasted the 
thought happily — soon he too 
would be back. He could almost 
smell the sweet, damp loam as the 
plowshares would tum it up. If 
only he could know that Anne 
would share the life he loved! 


The drive was a moving picture 
of spring, in color. 

“Like it?” Paul asked. 

Anne sighed in contentment. “I 
never saw a bluer sky,” she said, 
“And the trees look like they've 
been draped with emerald Jace.” 

“And smell the wild plum. 
There it is — a thicket of it over 
by that fence.” 

The afternoon shadows began 
to lengthen. It seemed to Paul that 
for the first time in months there 
was perfect harmony between him 
and the girl he loved. But how long 
would it last? Would his experi- 
ment work? When they returned 
to the campus on Sunday, would 
their future be determined? . He 
hoped so, with all his heart. And 
he hoped it would be a future to- 
gether. But. that temained te be 
seen. 4 . 
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At length he turned off the road 
into a lane which ran between tall 
pines to a white house with green 
shutters, “Well, there you are,” he 
said. “That’s Sis’s house.” 

He thought he caught a look of 
surprise in Anne’s eyes as she took 
in the neat, attractive home, and 
his sister Mary and her three happy 
children who came running out to 
greet them. But her face closed up 
and her lips tightened at Mary’s 
first words: 

“Anne!” she exclaimed with 
warmth. “The children have been 
as eager to meet their Auntie Anne 
as I have!” 

I should have warned Mary not 
to take too much for granted, Paul 
thought. 

“Bob’s down at the barn, Paul,” 
Mary chattered on. “Better run 
down and see him. Anne, you come 
right on in. —Evelyn, show Auntie 
Anne her room.” 

When they were sitting down to 
supper, Anne whispered to Paul, 
“And when did I say I'd_ be 
Auntie?” 


But he couldn’t be sure wheth-- 


er amusement or irritation was in 
her voice. If it was irritation, it 
was soon forgotten. 

“Mmm, these waffles melt in 
your mouth, Mary,” she said. 

“And how do you like my home- 
made sausage?” Bob asked. 

“It’s delicious. I’ve never tasted 


sausage so good. 
Paul and Bob were deep in a 


discussion of the corn market 
when the meal was over. 

“Man talk,” Mary said. “We may 
as well leave them.” 

Anne helped with the dishes. 
Paul, straining his ears to hear 
their chatter from the other room, 
thought it was mostly Mary’s voice 
that he heard. And he winced each 
time he heard one of the children 
chime in. 

“Auntie Anne, what would be 
a three-letter word for obese?” 
That would be Bobby, working a 
cross-word puzzle. 

“Mommy, tell Auntie Anne 
about my new dress.” That was 
Evelyn. 

“Don’t you want to come up 
with me while I put them to bed? 
We have lots of fun,” he heard 
Mary say at last. 

But would Anne think it was 
fun? Paul wondered. He was hav- 
ing difficulty in following what 
his brother-in-law was saying about 
his feeding cattle. 

When the girls came back 
downstairs, Bob claimed Anne’s at- 
tention immediately. “Like 
cords?” he asked, leading her to 
the record cabinet. Soon soft mus- 
ic made a pleasant background 
for their conversation. Paul and 
Mary began reminiscing over child- 
hood pranks, and Anne and Bob 
joined in the laughter. 

Before Paul could believe it, Bob 
was stretching. “Well,” he said. 
“It's midnight. Time for farmers 
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to get to bed. They have to get 
up mornings, you know.” 

Paul looked at Anne. The eve- 
ning had flown for him, and it had 
been pure fun, every minute of it. 
Yet they had just been “sitting,” 
and hadn’t Anne said one time 
that she didn’t care to spend her 
evenings that way? 

* * * 

Sunday dinner was over; it was 
time to start back to the last week 
of college; then school days would 
be over forever. 

“We're going to leave a little 
early,” Paul explained to Mary. “I 
want to go over to the old place 
and show Anne through the 
house.” 

“Yes, I thought you'd want to.” 

“You've given usa wonderful 
weekend, Mary — Bob — kids —” 
Paul said. “Thanks for everything.” 


Anne added her thanks, and 
they were off. 
“Tm sorry about the Auntie 


business,” Paul said as they turned 
onto the highway. “I guess Mary 
just took things for granted.” - 

Anne eyed him astutely for a 
moment before she spoke. Then 
she said: ‘You don’t really think 
you got by with it, do you, Paul? 
Do you think I couldn’t see through 
your little scheme?” 

“I'm not very bright, am I?” 

“You don't think [Tm _ very 


bright,” she amended. 

Well, it was a good try, he 
thought. 

Just then the road turned. “Any- 


way, Fit show you my house,” he 
said. He began to slow the car. 

“You mean — that’s your house?” 
Anne asked. 

“That’s my house.” He stopped 
the car. “Care to get out?” 

Anne did not answer. She sat 
gazing at the vine-covered brick 
house in its setting of giant oaks. 
A crooked, flagstone path led to 
the front door. The doorway was 
flanked on either side by huge 
lilac bushes, and their cones of 
purple blossoms filled the air with 
heavy fragrance. 

The sight and the scent stirred 
Paul’s heart, but he supposed he 
was sentimental. Just because it 
means so much to me, he told him- 
self, is no reason it should stir her. 

But at last she was moving to 
get out of the car. At least she 
was going to look at the house with 
him. Silently he led her up the 
flagstone path. He stopped before 
the door, and breathed deep of 
the lilae-scented air. 

“Yes, this is my house,” he said 
softly. “My home.” 

There was silence. He had fail- 
ed, he was thinking, and this had 
been his last chance. If Anne 
wasn’t convinced now that she 
could be happy living on a farm, 
then she never would be. And he 
would never risk making her un- 
happy. 

Suddenly he heard a little chok- 
ing sound at his side and turned 
to look into the piquant face turned 
up to his. It seemed to him that 


i 
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there were all kinds of emotions 
mixed up on it, but the one that 
seemed to be winning out set his 
heart to pounding. 

“Oh, Paul,” she said in a rush 


- of words. “I was just an ignorant 


little fool. I had no idea — I just 
didn’t know! Please forgive me and 
say: ‘Our house — our home.” 


Paul reached for her hands. 
“Ours! Ours! How I’ve wanted to 
say it.” 

“Oh, Paul, I’ve never known 
such peace,” she said reverently. 
“This kind of life, with you—and 
lilacs ’round the door—.” 

The way she said it made it 
sound like a benediction to Paul. 


‘The Darns of Duty’ 


Life is a garment that we must make and wear. 

Sometimes, it isn’t at all the sort of garment that we would 
prefer. But we have to make it from the materials that are, 
available. 

And what is available? 

We find a few yards of scarlet leisure, and bolts of sober 
toil. We find a few spools of the gold and silver threads with 
which we can embroider the designs of our faith, our hope, our 
love, our dreams and our plans. We find, too, a little of the 
white ruching of solitude. But when all else is finished, we 
always find something else. 

Yes, that’s when we find those darns of duty! 

We wish, then, that we could manage so that we need not 
wear a mended garment. We would like to have something all 
new—and gay. 

But—it is better that we can’t 

Most of us would not look to well, garbed completely in 
scariet leisure—or in all-over bright embroidery—or in yard 
after yard of frilly white — — 

We look best, after all, in serviceable garments, relieved 
by touches of color, touches of gaity. 

Yes, it is better so. 

Better that we accept, cheerfully, those few darns of duty! 

Eva Evans. 


No matter what program a summer resort offers, guests in- 
variably go in for meals. 


| | 
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Have Wives A Right to Nag? 


The Virtue of Great Men 


Charles Davenport 


S a man who has one, I have 

come to the conclusion that 
our wives have a perfect right to 
nag. After long hours of exhaus- 
tive study in my easy chair, it 
seems to me that if our wives 
didn’t nag us, we'd never get any- 
thing done. We men, let us say, 
are more cautious, more thought- 
ful (in one sense), like to take our 
time; however, never let us say 
that we are lazy. But in the end 
our wives simply have to tell us 
this or that has to be done and 
now is the time to do it. 

For instance, Irene, my wife, 
told me a couple of years ago our 
desk needed painting. I agreed 
with her emphatically and just as 
emphatically promised to do it. 
Today I did. I brought an arm- 
ful of newspapers up from the 
basement, got paint and brush, 
and began—to read the papers. 
I was amazed how much behind I 
was on my reading. I covered 
the presidential election and found 
out who won the world series. 
When I got to the right front leg 
of the desk and the editorial page, 
my eye caught a choice morsel. 
It was a letter from a reader ob- 


jecting to the way a paper had 
covered a lecture given by a Cath- 
olic speaker. Apparently, the re- 
porter missed the point and the 
writer summarized it: “She (the 
speaker) claimed courage to be 
the greatest virtue of great men 
and the most necessary virtue to 
become great.” 


The Greatest Virtue? 


Having just risen to the heroic 
heights of getting myself out of 
the chair to paint, I said to my- 
self, “This indeed is something to 
meditate on.” I sat my paint buck- 
et down, thoughtfully handed 
Irene the dripping brush and fin- 
ished the letter. So courage is 
“the greatest virtue of great men 
and the most necessary virtue to 
become great.” That sounded 
good. As Catholics who are part 
of Christ’s Mystical Body we cer- 
tainly are called to be great, and 
we certainly need tons of courage 
to do it in this day and age (or 
any day and age for that matter.) 
But I wondered if courage really 
was what makes a man great. I 
also wonder if the speaker really 
said it was. I didn’t know; I got 
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in on the discussion only at the 
tail end and that seated a secu- 
lar newspaper. 


Courage, in my theology books, 
is one of the four moral virtues; 
the other three being prudence, 
temperance, and justice. There 
are three theological virtues which 
are greater than the moral virtues; 
these three are faith, hope and 
charity. St. Paul added: “But the 
greatest of these is charity.” 

One among the endless ques- 
tions we discussed in philosophy 
and theology class was: “What 
makes a man good, great?” An- 
swer: A man’s will. A man may 
be a great artist if he can produce 
great pieces of art; he may be a 
great mathematician if he knows 
enough math. But to be a good 
man he has to have a good will. 
To be a great man he has to have 
a great will—that is, one strongly 
imbued with love of God. This, 
of course, would certainly make a 
man courageous, because his will 
would be ready to do anything 
for the One he loves. However, 
the main point is that you're great 
only if you love God a whole lot. 


Failures and Mistakes 


In a way this is a very practical 
point. Take only one application. 
The other night a friend of mine 
shuddered and sighed: “Charlie, 
when I look back over my life, 
it seems to be one unending mess 
of failures and mistakes.” I could 


see what he meant. He meant 
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that he hadn't exactly been a tre- 
mendous material success. And he 
had a point with which I could 
sympathize, being somewhat in the 
same boat. I couldn’t very well 
say to him, “Oh, no. You're all 
wrong. Why, you've got the long- 
est car, the biggest screen TV, and 
the fattest bankroll I know of.” 


I sat there and looked at him 
for a minute. There he was, a huge 
man, a mountain of charity, ut- 
terly devoted to his wife, stumb- 
ling all over himself to do things 
for others, and his really major 
problem at the moment was how 
could he be more generous with 
God! 

“Look,” I asked, “why do you 
think God sent you into the world? 
And what does it mean to be 
great, to be a success? Are Cath- 
olics who are materially success- 
ful happy? I suppose they are. 

“No, look. The reason God put 
you into this world was to become 
a great person. As a matter of 
fact, you are supposed to be so 
unique that there'll never be an- 
other you. And you're going to 
do that only if you come as close 
to being a saint as you can. 

“Let’s get one thing out of the 
way right now. We can’t cavalier- 
ly wave away all material success 
as something neither here nor 
there. We both know enough 
about the Church’s teaching to 
know that we are defined as a 
body and soul. As husbands, and 


-perhaps someday as fathers, we 
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have an obligation to get our 
pious hands on a certain amount 
of the goods of this old world. 
And I think we can safely say 
that in a certain sense we have 
an obligation to be ambitious. 
However, God's providence takes 
care of that. And of course, part 
of God’s providence is our own 
ability to work and get the things 
we 


“But look at it this way. The 
one thing God is infinitely inter- 
ested in, you might almost say di- 
vinely excited about, is that you 
become a person really developed 
and fit to share eternity with. God 
loves persons. He’s willing to let 
things go to pot, so to speak, if out 
of the mess, you and I emerge as 
a wonderful person to live with. 

“The only fully developed per- 
sonalities are the saints. Take the 
saying ‘dying to one’s self to live 
to God’... all this dying means 
is to get rid of the bad in our- 
selves and then to be filled with 
the love of God. 

“QO. K. supposing your life has 
been, as you say, one endless mess 
of failures. Tonight when you go 
home and just before your weary 


unsuccessful head hits the pillow, 
if you say: ‘Ged You’ve made me 
unique. You’ve made me to love 
You as no one else ever has or 
can—to love you in my own way. 
I'm leaving my past, my present, 
and my future in Your loving 
hands. My main preoccupation 
from now on is to love You and 
to. do whatever you send along 
out of love for You—if you say 
that and mean it, then you are on 
the road to success, real success 
with superso.ic speed. Do that 
and you'll be yeat. 

“You know this yourself. When 
Our Lord was asked what was the 
first and greatest Commandment, 
He answered—the love of God and 
neighbor. St. Paul said without 
charity — which means love—you 
don’t amount to a row of beans. 
The fundamental explanation from 
philosophy is that a thing is per- 
fect when it attains the goal for 
which it was made. We were 
made for God, our will is the thing 
that reaches out and grasps God, 
and we do it through love.” 

Love is the greatest virtue of 
great men and the most necessary 
virtue to become great. 


“At Liberty” 


The “ad-lib” used to denote a comedian’s unprepared joke 
comes from the Latin ad libitum—“at liberty.” The abbreviation 
was first used in music, which was marked in certain places 
“ad lib,” giving the musician freedom to substitute his own 


notes in those places.—T. J. M. 
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Family Allowance System Suc- 


cessful: Family allowances cost 
Canada more than $320,000,000 
in 1951-52 and will cost an esti- 
mated $347,000,000 in 1953-54, 
Paul Martin, Federal Minister of 
National Health and Welfare, re- 
cently told the House of Com- 
mons. Mr. Martin said it is neither 
desirable nor practicable to in- 
crease the allowances by 60 per- 
sent as proposed by Hazen Argue, 
member for Assiniboia. He said 
this would add another $192,000,- 
000. He added that it was not that 
the government was unwilling to 
do anything further in this field 
but, “we have to take into consid- 
eration the commitments for tax 
reduction and the desirability of 
expenditures in other fields as 
well.” 

Mr. Argue contended the in- 
crease was necessary to offset 
higher cost of living since the 
Family Allowances were agreed 
upon in 1944. Mr. Martin said he 
believed that if anything were to 
be done it should rather be to 
increase the. age limit from 16 to 
18. Mr. Martin pointed out that 


all political parties in Canada were 
now agreed on the wisdom of 
family allowances. They had 
helped Canadian parents to pro- 
vide better food, shelter, health 
care and education for their child- 


_ ren. The measure also had been 


“perhaps the most successful tru- 
ant officer,” he added, since pay- 
ments are suspended in cases of 
non-attendance at school. There 
might be some abuses by parents 
in the spending of the allowances 
but the records showed that this 
percentage was very small. 
* * * 

Federal Divorce Courts: Each 
year there has been an attempt 
during the sessions of the Cana- 
dian federal parliament to set up a 
special tribunal to look after di- 
vorces in the Provinces of Quebec 
and Newfoundland. And _ each 
time this measure has come up the 
proposal has been talked out by 
the Quebec members of parlia- 
ment. Quebec and Newfoundland 
are the only two Canadian provin- 
ces which refuse to set up special 
divorce courts. Persons from these 
provinces who seek divorce must 
make their applications directly to 
the federal parliament. 

The proposal to set up the Ex- 
chequer Court of Canada as a di- 
vorce court for Quebec and New- 
foundland, in order to relieve 


members of parliament of _ this 
duty, was again made this year 
by Stanley Knowles, member for 
Winnipeg. Five Quebec members 
spoke against the bill and had 


talked the bill out when the time 
alloted for such measures had end- 
ed. They claimed the bill was a 
move to make divorces easier, 
which was contrary to the will of 
the people of both Quebec and 
Newfoundland. 
* * * 

‘Family Planners’: Refugee Chi- 
nese women were deceived when 
a group of Family Planners came 
to talk to them at their camp at 
Rennie’s mill in Formosa. It was- 
n't until they had listened to a 
couple of lectures that the women 
discovered they were being told 
how to use intrinsically immoral 
methods to prevent births. The re- 
sult was that all but two or three 
of the women deserted the birth 
control lectures and returned the 
milk and other gifts their “bene- 
factors” had distributed to them. 
They told the lecturers: “We 
thought you wanted to tell us how 
to have children, but instead you 
would wipe us out by your con- 
traceptives.” 


The refugee camp is made up 
of several thousand Chinese who 
fled from communist terror on the 
mainland. 

* * * 

No “Catholic Project”: Claims 
that opposition to birth control is 
a “Catholic project” were refuted 
during hearings on the 14th at- 
tempt by birth control advocates 
to change a Connecticut State 
law which prohibits physicians 
from prescribing birth prevention 
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methods. Testifying before the 
State Legislature’s Public Health 
and Safety Committee, Attorney 
Joseph B. Cooney of Hartford 
pointed out that opponents of the 
proposed amendment are not ask- 
ing new legislation nor are they 
attempting to enact into law a so- 
called Catholic viewpoint. “The 
present statute,” he pointed out, 
“was adopted years ago when if 
there were any Catholics in this 
august assembly they were few 
and far between. The present 
statute was not sponsored by 
Catholics legislating their views 
into law.” 


To the claim that opponents of 
the proposed new legislation rep- 
resent a small minority, Mr. Coon- 
ey answered that “the fact of the 
matter is that a great many people 
besides the Catholics are opposed 
to this legislation.” He said a 
state-wide referendum would be 
“conclusively in opposition to the 
wild claims made by one small but 
well financed organization of Con- 
necticut citizens” who back birth 
control. 

Lutherans Uphold Marriage: A 
marriage performed in church can- 
not be dissolved and the principle 
of the indissolubility of marriage 
ought to be incorporated in the 
laws of the state. This is one of 
the findings by the theological 
commission of the United Evan- 
gelical-Lutheran Church of Ger- 
many, which had been asked to 
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render an opinion on “matrimony 
and church marriage.” 


Basing their findings on the 
teachings of the Gospel, the Pro- 
testant theologians declare that a 
church marriage “could never be 
regarded as a mere repetition of 
the action of a state registry offi- 


“what is possible for the Christian 
cannot be generally required and 
enforced in a world of sin.” For 
this reason, the Protestant church, 
recognizing human weakness and 
obstinancy, does not contest the 
right of the state to enact state 
divorce laws, as long as they cre- 
ate order out of disorder and af- 
firm the basic indissolubility of 
marriage, they add. 


| | 
However, the theologians state, 
aw | 
| “Golf's a lousy game, anyhow! 
I'm just glad | don’t have to play any 
| more until 7:30 tomorrow moming!” 
Throughout life, our worst weaknesses and mecnnesses 
are usually committed for the sake of those people whom we 
most despise —Charies Dickens. 


Prayer for Grace 


© my God ond my All, in Thy 
goodness ond mercy, grant that be- 
4 fore | die | may regoin all the Groces 


AN ACT OF 
CONTRITION 


Forgive me my sins, O Lord, forgive 
me my sins; the sins of my youth, the 
sins of my age, the sins of my soul, the 
sins of my body; my idle sins, my seri- 
ous voluntory sins, the sins | know, the 
sins | do not know; the sins | hove con: 
cecled so long, ond which ore now 
hidden from my memory. 

om truly sorry for every sin, mor- 
tal ond venial, for all the sins of my 
duldhood up to the present hour. 

I know my sins hove wounded Thy 
Tender Heart, O my Soviour, let me be 
freed from the bonds of evil through the 
most bitter possion of my Redeemer. 
Amen 

© my Jesus, forget and forgive 
whot | hove been. Amen. 


Shown half-size 


Approved Catholic Prayers 


Now you and your loved ones, wherever 
they may be, may carry one of these brand 
new plastic laminated prayer cards at all 
times. 


During World War II “Our Sunday 
Visitor” produced thousands of similar 
prayer cards primarily for Catholics in the 
armed services here and abroad. Service- 
men wrote home for more, parents bought 
them for entire families. Parish groups, 
convert classes, schools and Catholic or- 
ganizations kept the cards in constant 
demand. 


Now this new, more complete card is 
available for immediate mailing anywhere 
in the world. Each card contains two 
beautiful prayers—the Act of Contrition 
and the Prayer for Grace, both approved 
by Church authorities. 


15c EACH 


Our Sunday Visitor, 


2 FOR 25c 
Order from the Book Dept., 


Handy Plastic 
Prayer Card 


Colorful, Pocket Size, Soil-Proof 


Our Sunday Visitors’ answer 
to an increasing demand 
from the military and 
civilians alike as an aid to 
greater devotion and 
spiritual security ... 


Ideal Gifts for Servicemen! 


The card itself is designed liturgically in 
brilliant red and black in large legible type 
for quick, easy reading. Each card is per- 
manently sealed in durable clear vinyl 
plastic. Very flexible but non-breakable! 
Soil-proof—just clean with a damp cloth! 
Measures 2%” wide by 4%” long with 
smooth round corners. 


Carry one of these new exclusive plastic 
prayer cards with you at all times ... 
wherever you go. Fits conveniently in a 
shirt pocket, purse, bill fold, prayer books, 
around your home; wherever you can refer 
to these appealing prayers each day. 


Attractive quantity prices for parish 
groups, organizations, schools and_ col- 
leges, military installations, seminaries. 
Write for special quantity rates for 500 
cards or more. 


10 FOR $1.00 Postpaid 


Huntington, Indiana 


4 
Exclusi ith OS.V.! nue 
xclusive wit. Wad 
| 
= 
which | have through my coreless- 
to pttain thot degree of i 
rfbction to which Thou 
jo feod me, ond which 
jaithfulness to reach. 
gront olso that others 4 
which they hove 
y Poult. : 
ply beg through the merits 
d Heorts of Jesus ond 
) 
—— 
wee 


for his 


AN IDEAL GIFT 


Ordination 


or Anniversary 


A welcome gift subscription to 


“THE PRIEST” 


The most widely read clerical journal in America 


A popular monthly magazine, edited exclusive- 
ly by priests, for priests and seminarians. It 
has earned the confidence and respect of priests 
from coast to coast. Always a most welcome— 
and practical gift, with exclusive features and 
departments all priests enjoy and appreciate. 
A letter from us will inform him of your gift. 
If he is already a subscriber, his subscription 

_ will be extended. 


To priests and religious, in U. S. and Canada, 
$3.00 per year, $5.00 for two years. Foreign 
$4.00 per year, $7.00 for two years, payable in 
U. S. funds. Seminarians, half-price per one- 
year subscription. 


THE PRIEST, Dept. FD, Huntington, Indiana 


for the Gift Subscription checked below: 
0 ONE YEAR 0 TWO YEARS 
NOTE: Subscriptions limited exclusively to the clergy and seminarians 
His Name 
Address 
City Zone 


To list additional Gift Subscriptions, please attach separate sheet 


| 


